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 PURPOSE 
The Draft Koala Conservation Plan proposes a framework to guide management actions for 
retaining a viable koala population, as well as preserving and enhancing suitable habitat in 
the Sunshine Coast local government area. The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s 
approval to take the Draft Koala Conservation Plan to koala stakeholder groups and the 
broader Sunshine Coast community for their input and comment. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council’s vision for the Sunshine Coast is to be Australia’s most sustainable region – vibrant, 
green, diverse. The Koala Conservation Plan is underpinned by this vision and provides the 
framework for council and the community to work in partnership to protect our unique natural 
environment and the biodiversity within it. 
 
The development of a Koala Conservation Plan is supported by the Sunshine Coast 
Biodiversity Strategy 2010-2020, which provides the strategic direction for protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity values on the Sunshine Coast.  
 
The requirement for council to produce a Koala Conservation Plan arises from State 
Planning Policy 2/10 Koala Conservation in South East Queensland (SPP). The  
SPP was a statutory instrument under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (the SP Act) and 
the policy had effect when local planning instruments or structure plans are made or 
amended and when land is designated for community infrastructure. The SPP, however, was 
replaced in 2014 by the South East Queensland Koala Conservation State Planning 
Regulatory Provisions (Koala SPRP), which applies in addition to local planning instruments 
 
Although the SPP no longer exists, its desired outcomes are still considered good practice, 
they are embedded in council’s Biodiversity Strategy and they are not inconsistent with the 
state’s 2014 SPRP. 
 
The Draft Koala Conservation Plan incorporates a five year action plan to guide the 
management and protection of the Sunshine Coast’s koala population. The action plan 
provides a realistic framework based on council and community partnerships.  
 
All the recommended actions in the Koala Conservation Plan contribute to a landscape 
conservation approach, which also supports broader environmental protection in addition to 
specific koala conservation outcomes. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Draft Koala Conservation Plan” and 

(b) endorse the Draft Koala Conservation Plan (Appendix A), for the purpose of 
undertaking community consultation, with a report to be provided to Council on 
the revised plan, following consultation. 

 

FINANCE AND RESOURCING 

The Draft Koala Conservation Plan contains 30 proposed actions. Of the 30 identified 
actions, sixteen are already underway and fourteen have been identified as future projects. 
 
The majority of the proposed future actions have been identified as being deliverable through 
existing operational programs with the balance supported by either koala vegetation offset 
revenue, capital and/or Environment Levy funding, which will be subject to future budget 
recommendations for Council’s consideration. 
 
See Appendix A for full 5 year project summary.  
 
Please note, the cost definitions have been based on the following estimates: 

 High – Above $100,000 

 Medium - $10,000 - $100,000 

 Low – Below $10,000 

CORPORATE PLAN 

Corporate Plan Goal: An  enviable lifestyle and environment 
Outcome: 3.1 - Healthy natural ecosystems and protected remnant 

vegetation 
Operational Activity: 3.1.1.3 - Identify appropriate management tools for the on-going 

protection of the region’s rich biodiversity  

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been undertaken with a range of internal stakeholders for the purpose of 
developing a draft for external community consultation. 

Internal Consultation 

Consultation was undertaken with a range of Council managers and/or staff from: 

 Environmental Operations 

 Environment Sustainability Policy 

 Development Services 

 Parks & Gardens 

 Transport Infrastructure Management 

External Consultation 

External consultation has been undertaken with officers from the Threatened Species Unit 
within the state government’s Department of Environment & Heritage Protection (EHP). 
Consultation with Department of Environment & Heritage Protection has resulted in a 
collaborative koala survey effort commenced in April 2015. The survey is being undertaken 
by Department of Environment & Heritage Protection staff with a mutually beneficial data 
sharing arrangement with Council. 
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Community Engagement 

Targeted community engagement will be undertaken through a consultation workshop with 
koala and wildlife stakeholder groups.  
 
Broader community consultation will be invited via the following mechanisms: 

 The ‘Have Your Say’ section of Council’s website 

 Council’s social media network 

 Radio and print advertising 

 Media release and 

 Key internal stakeholders who have their own distribution channels. 

PROPOSAL 

The koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) is an iconic Australian species that is under threat in 
South East Queensland. Loss and fragmentation of habitat, disease and trauma from car 
strikes and dog attacks are taking a significant toll on koala populations and there has been 
considerable public concern about declining koala numbers in recent years. Some 
researchers have warned that the koala could be at risk of local extinctions in South East 
Queensland.  
 
There are many reasons to take action to conserve koalas on the Sunshine Coast. To many, 
the koala represents the quintessential nature of the Australian bush and is strongly tied to 
our national identity. Many people choose to live on the Sunshine Coast for its natural 
environment and, for many, knowing that they live alongside koalas and other native fauna 
contributes significantly to their sense of place. Tourism is a major sector within the Sunshine 
Coast economy and koalas are an important international ambassador and a major 
attraction. Research has shown that some 75% of international tourists hope to see a koala 
when deciding to come to Australia and it has been estimated that the koala contributes 
some $1.1 billon to the Australian tourism industry.  
 
The original requirement for council to produce a Koala Conservation Plan arose from State 
Planning Policy 2/10 Koala Conservation in South East Queensland (SPP). The SPP, 
however, was replaced in 2014 by the South East Queensland Koala Conservation State 
Planning Regulatory Provisions (Koala SPRP), which applies in addition to local planning 
instruments: 

1. These State’s SPRP provisions apply in addition to any relevant matters applying under a 
local planning instrument for assessing and deciding a development application 

2. Under section 19(1) of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, if there is an inconsistency 
between the State’s SPRP regulatory provisions and another planning instrument, or any 
plan, policy or code under an Act, the State’s SPRP planning regulatory provisions 
prevail to the extent of the inconsistency 

3. A local planning instrument will not be inconsistent with the State’s SPRP regulatory 
provisions to the extent it applies additional requirements taking into consideration local 
koala conservation interests. 

 
Although the SPP no longer exists, its desired outcomes are still considered good practice, 
they are embedded in council’s Biodiversity Strategy and they are not inconsistent with the 
state’s 2014 SPRP. 

The development of a Koala Conservation Plan, is also supported by the Sunshine Coast 
Biodiversity Strategy 2010-2020, which provides the strategic direction for protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity values on the Sunshine Coast. It is based on a philosophy of 
landscape scale habitat protection and rehabilitation to enhance the capacity of the 
landscape to protect biodiversity and build resilience to current and future threats. The 
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Biodiversity Strategy Implementation Plan 2010-2015 identifies the development of a Koala 
Conservation Plan as a high priority action. 
 
This Koala Conservation Plan will guide management action to help retain a viable koala 
population, and preserve and enhance suitable habitat in the Sunshine Coast region. The 
Plan is intended to provide clear, measurable and prioritised actions, based around five 
desire outcomes, as well as delegated responsibilities for implementation. 

The overall objectives of the Koala Conservation Plan are: 

 to determine where koalas exist in the Sunshine Coast Council local government area, 
and understand threatening processes at the local level  

 to create robust scientific datasets, including koala habitat mapping, which will form the 
basis of management decisions  

 to identify priority locations and target management actions in order to enhance the 
quality of core koala habitat and improve connectivity  

 to ensure planning and development assessment processes support the protection of 
koalas and their habitat 

 highlight where mitigation measures are most required and actions needed to monitor 
effectiveness 

 guide community involvement in programs and partnerships that increase koala habitat 
availability and enhance connectivity, build understanding and mitigate threats. 

 

Legal 

The state’s South East Queensland Koala Conservation State Planning Regulatory 
Provisions (Koala SPRP), under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, informs local 
government planning instruments. 

The Draft Koala Conservation Plan itself does not have any statutory head of power. Council 
may consider future amendments to the Planning Scheme if it reasonably believes that 
ground-truthing of habitat and other data validation supports an amendment. 

Policy 

The relevant policies include: 

 South East Queensland Koala Conservation State Planning Regulatory Provisions (Koala 
SPRP) 

 Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme 2014 

 Sunshine Coast Corporate Plan 2014-2019 

 Sunshine Coast Biodiversity Strategy 2010-2020 

 Sunshine Coast Biodiversity Strategy 2010-2015 – Implementation Plan 

 Sunshine Coast Local Government Area Pest Management Plan 2012-2016 

 Environment Levy Policy 

 Voluntary Conservation Agreement Policy 

Risk 

There is no legal risk associated with this report. 
 
There may be a risk associated with failing to meet a strong community expectation, 
particularly since the Sunshine Coast Koala Summit 2012, that Council do all in its power to 
ameliorate the threats to koalas in the region. 
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Previous Council Resolution 

SM13/19 - Special Meeting (Budget), 25 June 2013 
That Council:  
(a) receive and note the report titled “2013/14 Sunshine Coast Environment Levy Policy 

and Program” 
(b) adopt the revised Environment Levy Policy 2013 (Appendix A) and note the supporting 

Environment Levy Organisational Guidelines (Appendix B) and 
(c) adopt Year 1 (2013/14) expenditure of the proposed indicative 4-year Environment 

Levy Program (June 2013) (Appendix C). 

Related Documentation 

There is no related documentation to this report. 

Critical Dates 

There are no critical dates relating to this report. 

Implementation 

The majority of recommended actions will be implemented by Council’s Environmental 
Operations branch, with some in collaboration with Healthy Places, Development Services, 
Environment & Sustainability Policy, Transport Infrastructure Management and Parks & 
Gardens, which include undertaking community consultation on the draft plan, followed by a 
final report to council to seek final adoption. 
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