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INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

The Glass House District Park Landscape Plan will create the framework
for a vibrant community hub which celebrates the local beauty of Glass
House and the enjoyment of living close to nature. This landscape plan
will inform the future plans for the development of Glass House District
Park. The park is only partially developed with minimal embellishment,
disjointed layout of facilities, and large portions of environmental
reserves. The park also contains natural waterways and is susceptible
to flooding in the lower lying areas. Therefore this landscape plan will
rationalise, improve and renew the current functions, surface treatments
and infrastructure.

\\(/ Sunshine Coast.
/ COUNCIL

REGIONAL CONTEXT

The Glass House District Park is located off Gardner Street in the

town of Glass House Mountains. It combines Glass House Mountains
Environmental Reserve, Page Park, Dana Close Reserve, Smerdon Way
Park and Banksia Park. The district park is approximately 38 hectares,
with 8 of those hectares being the subject area of this landscape plan.

Moaloalah

Bribie Istand

Glass House District Park
Draft Landscape Plan

LOCAL CONTEXT

The park site is 500m from the town centre which makes it close to quiet
street residential areas, the school on Coonowrin Road, and the early
learning centre on Page Street.
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Scale

14/04/2016 2
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INTRODUCTION

GLASS HOUSE MOUNTAINS

Agriculture, big skies, spaciousness, astounding geology, and the
reassuring honesty of a township is underpinned by industry and rail. This
is a settlement whose scale matches the needs of the inhabitants, where
the community hall is locally owned and run, and where key services can
be reached by foot from the train station and town centre.

The defining characteristics of Glass House Mountains are not to
be taken for granted, as these are the things that make it so easy to
appreciate the reasons for the establishment and success of the town.

The landscape plan for Glass House District Park references the defining
characteristics of the town, so that the park can become an extension of
the settlement.

. Glass House District Park Issued 14/04/2016 3
Sunshine Coast. Projectno. 60345173
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COMMUNITY ANCHORS

1868

_ ' P EUROPEAN MIGRANTS
A place of ancient gathgrings e nomei ve s v
October 1868 for the building of Bankfoot House.

ABORIG I NAL H ERITAGE Bankfoot House had its own general store, butcher

“The mountains and surrounding area are well known to shop, blacksmith, post office, and was also used
Aboriginal people in south-east Queensland. Numerous as an overnight stop for independent travellers.
sites have been recorded in the Glass House Mountains This history is now celebrated through the Bankfoot

area that show varied aspects of Aboriginal ways of life and House Heritage Precinct.
the ancient occupation of this landscape. These include
axe grinding grooves, quarries, physical signs of past
camping places and other activities, burial places and rock
art sites. The mountains lie close to traditional pathways
and the peaks are individually important in Aboriginal
traditions.

I ] [
2 5 m l I I I O n e a r s a O The Glass House Mountains continue to be of spiritual
significance to the Aboriginal people of the region. The
Gubbi Gubbi and Jinibara maintain strong links with the

G E o LO GY area and this important landscape.”

The G.lass House Moun'galnsf are the remnants of Source: http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/d3078a40-189f-4252-
intrusions of magma which filled subsurface fissures 9c99-441bdbb6be0d/files/national-heritage-glass-house pdf
some 25 million years ago. 03 August 2006

Coonowrin 377m

Beerwah 556m

Tibrogargan 364m

INDUSTRY

The main industry in the area at this time
was timber logging. Although plantation
softwood is still logged in the area,

today the main industry is farming with
pineapples, macadamia nuts, avocados and
strawberries being the main crops.

Ngungun 253m

Sunshine Coast. Project no. 60345173
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glass house

DISTRICT PARK

INTO THE FUTURE

We are at a privileged point in time where

Sunshine Coast Council are able to
2 0 11 commit funding to the planning of Glass

House District Park. An understanding

of the site and local values is critical to

realising the park’s potential.

CENSUS 4791

The population of Glass House
Mountains was 4791 at the 2011
census.

RAIL LINE

The opening of the rail line
between Caboolture and Yandina
in February 1890 included

a stopping place known as
Coonowrin, which changed the 1 9 0 6
following year to Glass Mountain.

PRIMARY SCHOOL

The local State primary school was
opened as a provisional school in
April 1906 with nine students.

. Glass House District Park Issued 14/04/2016 5
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PARK CHARACTER

PARK CHARACTER

Glass House District Park can currently be accessed from a number

of quiet residential streets, including Page Street, Paul Place, Gardner
Street, Dana Close, Allan Avenue and Smerdon Way. The landscape plan
identifies the potential to provide additional access points from Railway
Parade and the Community Hall on Coonowrin Road. The proposed
pathway network would provide a circulation system connecting the
District Park with multiple locations within the town.

Adding the qualities of reflected light and wetland habitats, the lake

edge is a tranquil place to walk and enjoy the setting of the Melaleuca
woodlands. A secondary bushland trail is proposed along the edge of the
lakes to provide access to the areas of the park that are more densely
vegetated.

There are a number of dramatic features within Glass House District
Park, with the most iconic of these being the view towards Mount
Tibrogargan. When entering the park from Page Street and walking out
into the expanse of lawn, it is a remarkable feeling to turn around and see
Mount Tibrogargan on the near horizon. The landscape plan proposes
planting trees and locating benches beneath the shade of their canopy

to provide a peaceful setting for park users to continue to enjoy views of

Mount Tibrogargan.
. Glass House District Park Issued 14/04/2016
Sunshine Coast. Project no. 60345173
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