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PURPOSE 
To seek adoption of the fees and charges (Appendix A) as the Register of General 
Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges 2019/20 (excluding Development 
Assessment Fees). 

To seek adoption of the fees and charges (Appendix A) as the Register of General 
Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges 2019/20 (excluding Development 
Assessment Fees). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
A Fees and Charges Workshop was held with Councillors on 1 May 2019 to present the 
Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges for 2019/20. The 
workshop focused on the added and deleted fees, fees with variations from the 2% budget 
fee increase parameter and fee decreases. 

General cost-recovery fees and commercial charges revenue for 2019/20 is expected to be 
approximately $39.3 million. The budget fee increase parameter is 2% (refer to section on 
Financing and Resourcing for more details).  

Managers responsible for general cost-recovery fees were advised to calculate prices at full 
cost recovery where possible. Commercial charges may be set above full cost after 
considering market and other conditions. General cost-recovery fees and commercial 
charges for 2019/20 are set out in Appendix A.  
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 
Commercial Charges 2019/20” 

(b) adopt the fees detailed in the Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 
Commercial Charges 2019/20 (Appendix A) 

(c) resolve that, in relation to those cost-recovery fees to which Section 97 of the 
Local Government Act 2009 apply: 

(i) the applicant is the person liable to pay these fees  

(ii) the fee must be paid at or before the time the application is lodged and 
(d) delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the power to amend commercial 

charges to which Section 262(3)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009 apply. 
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FINANCE AND RESOURCING 
General cost-recovery fees and commercial charges revenue for 2019/20 is expected to be 
approximately $39.3 million.  

Table 1 below shows the estimated general fees and charges revenue for 2019/20 by 
department and function. 
 

Function 
No. of 
Fees 

Estimated Fees 
and Charges 

Revenue $’000 
Built Infrastructure   

Quarry Services  30 25 
Parks Operations and Community Partnerships  15 13 
Flooding Storm water Policy and Planning  6 144 
Asset Strategy  1 14 
Traffic and Transportation  6 586 
Technical Services   1 

Customer Engagement and Planning Services   
Response Services  67 2,110 
Cemetery Services 101 1,514 
Healthy Places  66 1,115 
Waste Diversion and Disposals and Collection Services   124 7,583 
Community Land Permits and Parking  81 2,694 

Economic and Community Development   
Sunshine Coast Holiday Parks 114 16,508 
Sports Venues and Development  158 683 
Venue 114 and Community Spaces  212 653 
Library Services  21 173 
Creative Arts and Events  1 23 
Major Events Delivery  1 2,237 
Sunshine Coast Stadiums  166 1,415 
Cultural Heritage Services  2 0 
Carrier Business  11 0  

Livability and Natural Assets   
Environmental Operations 29 19 

Business Performance   
Financial Operations  6 1,778 
Property Management  5 0 
Business Strategy and Innovation  4 0 
Strategic Planning  7 0 
Caloundra Aerodrome  12 0 
   

Office of Mayor and CEO   
Legal Services 14 20 
Corporate Governance 5 6 

TOTAL 1,265 39,314 
 
Source: T1 Financials 2019/20 (EBS & DVB4) 
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CORPORATE PLAN 
Corporate Plan Goal: An outstanding organisation 
Outcome: 5.6 - Information, systems and process underpin quality 

decisions and enhance customer relationships 
Operational Activity: 5.6.19 - Sustainable financial position maintained. 

CONSULTATION 

Portfolio Councillor Consultation 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Portfolio Councillor, in advance of the May 
budget workshop. 

Internal Consultation 
Managers responsible for fees and charges across Council reviewed cost-recovery fees and 
commercial charges relevant to their branch and obtained Group Executive’s endorsement 
for the proposed fees. Budget papers were distributed to Councillors prior to the Councillor 
Fees and Charges Workshop held on 1 May 2019, with relevant managers responding to 
questions arising.  
 

Consultations held with:  

• Managers of all Branches responsible for fees and charges 

• Team Leader Parks & Gardens 

• Team Leader Stormwater Policy and Planning 

• Team Leader Technical Services 

• Team Leader Land Information Services 

• Right to Information Officer 

• Coordinator Sunshine Coast Holiday Parks  

• Team Leaders Sport and Community Venues 

• Team Leaders Environmental Operations 

• Coordinator Waste & Resource Management 

Community Engagement 
There has been no community engagement undertaken in relation to this report. 

PROPOSAL 
The Finance Branch facilitated and coordinated with managers and team leaders the review 
of general cost-recovery fees and commercial charges for the annual budget process. 

The general principal in setting general cost-recovery fees and commercial charges is that 
the costs of services should be borne by those who benefit from them.  

Cost-recovery fees covered under Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2009 are required 
to be set equal or less than cost of providing that service.  

Charges which are commercial in nature come under Section 262(3)(c) of the Local 
Government Act 2009. Commercial charges could be set with commercial considerations 
generally being increased by the budget fee increase parameter of 2%.  
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Legal 
Local Government Act 2009: 

• Section 97 Cost-Recovery Fees 

• Section 98 Register of Cost-Recovery Fees  

• Section 262(3)(c) Commercial Charges 
 

Local Government Regulation 2012:  

• Section 172 Revenue Statement 

• Section 193 Revenue Policy.  
 
A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999. 

Policy 
General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges are adopted by Council each 
financial year and can be amended during the year if need be. Authority to amend cost-
recovery fees lies with Council while the authority to amend commercial fees may be 
delegated to the Chief Executive Officer. 

Risk 
Where user charges do not meet the cost of providing the service, subsidy from general 
rates will be required, which may risk the achievement of a balanced operating result. 

Previous Council Resolution 
Council adopted the 2018/19 Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial 
Charges at the Ordinary Meeting held on 17 May 2018 (OM18/68): 
 
That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 
Commercial Charges 2018/19” 

(b) adopt the fees detailed in the Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 
Commercial Charges 2018/19 (Appendix A) 

(c) resolve that, in relation to those cost-recovery fees to which Section 97 of the Local 
Government Act 2009 apply: 

(i) the applicant is the person liable to pay these fees and 

(ii) the fee must be paid at or before the time the application is lodged and 

(d)  delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the power to amend commercial charges to 
which Section 262(3)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009 apply and 

(e) amend fee number 11099 to read “Parking Fee for a place or traffic area for a specified 
time as designated by Council - $2.50 - $3.00”. 

Related Documentation 
Local Government Act 2009  

Local Government Regulation 2012 
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Critical Dates 
The 2019/20 cost-recovery fees and commercial charges apply from 1 July 2019. Adopting 
the fees and charges prior to adopting the 2019/20 budget in full allows advance notice for 
users and the community. 

Implementation 
Once adopted, the General Register of Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges 
2019/20 (Appendix A) will be published on Council’s website. 
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