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Related Report / Additional Information Request 
 

 

Meeting: Ordinary Meeting Date: 22 July 2021 
Requesting 
Councillor: Cr Maria Suarez 

Item: 8.10 – Motions for the 125th Local Government Association of Queensland 
Annual Conference 

Confidential Not applicable 
Circulation To all Councillors 
Officer (title): Chief of Staff Approval: Chief Executive Officer 

 

In response to a question raised by Councillor Suarez, please note the following additional 
information for your consideration. 

Question: 

In relation to the proposed Motion on Housing Affordability and Availability, could some examples be 
provided to Councillors as to how what is proposed in the Motion would work and any implications 
for the operation of the Planning Scheme?   

Response: 

The proposed Motion relating to Housing Affordability and Availability will – if adopted by Council – 
be put forward for the LGAQ to consider as to whether it will be submitted to the Annual General 
Meeting of the LGAQ for debate and consideration.  If that occurs, then the resultant resolution from 
the Conference would be fed into the LGAQ’s advocacy program.  There is no guarantee that the 
Queensland Government will acquiesce to the elements of what is proposed in the draft Motion. 

At the same time, the draft Motion is not intended to support measures that would subvert the 
operation of a Planning Scheme or measures that would provide a “work around” for residential 
development proposals.   

Any package of measures (which may or may not include any statutory mechanisms) would need to 
be directly attenuated to the delivery of affordable and/or community housing solutions where there 
is a direct and quantifiable risk to delivery, where there is an established community need and 
where the risk of failure due to timing or funding requirements needs to be remedied in a timely 
manner than would otherwise be available through the normal development assessment process.   

Any affordable housing proposal that could be delivered through the established statutory 
assessment process available under the existing Planning Act 2016 should not be eligible to 
progress through any agreed process that might result from the proposed draft Motion.   

There are some very real examples of where a more agile process to support the availability of 
more affordable housing options would be beneficial to council and beneficial to the community in 
terms of improving affordable housing supply.  These include: 

1. A most recent example where a community organisation had the opportunity – supported by 
philanthropic and potential Queensland Government funding – to repurpose an existing asset to 
meet an identified community housing need.  In that instance, had Council not been able to 
establish pre-existing use rights, the community organisation would have potentially needed to 
work through an impact assessable application process - with the timing and other implications 
potentially placing at risk one or more of the organisations key funding sources.  The availability 
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of a statutory mechanism that is directly attenuated to improving affordable housing supply 
would have been able to provide a greater level of certainty in that case if the pre-existing use 
rights had not been able to be established and validated. 

  
2. Short term housing options through the repurposing of an existing non-residential premises in 

proximity to a place of employment which might enable an employer(s) to attract and secure 
employees until such time as they are able to secure a longer-term housing solution.  A more 
agile statutory instrument would assist in facilitating the change in use under prescribed 
circumstances for a defined period and facilitate the reversion to its current use after a 
predetermined period and under specific conditions.  The requirements for the repurposing of 
the non-residential premises to comply with the Building Act 1975 and obtain all requisite 
operational works approvals would not be impacted or altered.  

It should also be borne in mind that the draft Motion is not limited to providing statutory planning 
mechanisms to provide a more agile response to genuine housing affordability issues in high growth 
local government areas.  The reference to a package of measures could include: 

1. Greater flexibility afforded to councils through amendments to the Local Government Regulation 
2012 in relation to the sale or lease of valuable non-current assets (such as land and buildings).  
This is the subject of the second motion proposed in the Council report. 

 
2. Establishment of a co-investment funding pool for State and local governments to support 

investment in affordable housing solutions that is replenished over time through subsequent 
land and property disposals when the need for government intervention in the housing supply 
system diminishes. 

 
3. Programmatic changes that better enable State and local governments – working collaboratively 

– to access the private rental market to address access and supply issues in nominated areas 
where affordable housing availability is significantly impacted by market conditions.   
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