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THE SUNSHINE COAST subtropical
climate sets the scene for a
lifestyle focussed on enjoying
life outside. Where our buildings,
streets and spaces are not built
to block the outdoor environment
but to highlight it. To channel
a summer breeze, capture rays of
winter sun or frame a glimpse
of the ocean or trees, this
is the essence of our living
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We, the community of the Sunshine Coast, 
believe this is a special place to live. We love 
our beautiful beaches, bays, coastal headlands, 
waterways and wetlands, mountain ranges, 
escarpments, forests and rainforests. We love the 
climate that allows us a relaxed, outdoor lifestyle 
all year round. As more people are drawn to live 
here, and our economy grows and our climate 
changes, we need to protect the things we value 
about our region today, so they may continue to 
be available to future generations.

The Sunshine Coast Design book is the result  
of a collaborative process including residents,  
design professionals, planners, professional 
bodies and community groups of the Sunshine 
Coast. They have all contributed to a discussion 
focused on what we, the community of the 
Sunshine Coast, value about this place.

This is a resource to help us design our 
neighbourhoods, parks, public spaces, streets, 
buildings and homes. It helps everyone 
understand what our community values 
and what to keep in mind during the design 
process. By doing this, we can make sure our 
community grows and progresses in a way 
that reflects our values and doesn’t undermine 
the things we love about our region. The 
values have been used to develop 10 design 
principles to be used through the design 
process to guide good Sunshine Coast design. 

The book encourages a place-based approach  
to design (which simply means design to suit the  
Sunshine Coast). It does not push a certain 
architectural or landscape style but encourages 
the use of the values and design principles to 
inform good design for the Sunshine Coast. 

It is hoped that this book will inspire, educate and  
guide great design, and help us recognise and 
celebrate the great design that already exists 
here. It is a call to action for the future we all want 
to create for the Sunshine Coast.

About 
this book
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This book is for everyone on the Sunshine Coast  
who makes decisions about design. 

The community can use this book to help better understand 
the role of design and how good design can benefit their 
homes, neighbourhoods, urban areas, streets and spaces. 
It will help promote the ingredients of good design for the 
Sunshine Coast, so people can make better decisions and 
communicate their expectations when purchasing, building or 
renovating homes and businesses.  

Sunshine Coast Council can use this book to advocate for 
good design in everything that is built or created.

Government agencies can use this book in the development 
and delivery of government projects for  
the Sunshine Coast.

Developers can use this book to identify opportunities  
to add value to investments and as a guide for good design to 
help deliver projects that suit our region.

Peak industry bodies can use this book to advocate  
for good design on the Sunshine Coast. 

Design professionals can use this book to  
promote the importance and value of good design  
for the Sunshine Coast and advocate for  
place-based design. 

Planners can use this book to advocate for  
better design and a more place-based approach  
through both statutory and strategic planning  
processes.

Engineers can use this book to help define  
better processes. They can use the design objectives  
to develop solutions that are efficient, practical  
and innovative.

Builders can use this book to understand the value  
of decisions made throughout the design process  
in order to achieve better outcomes in construction  
and project delivery. 

Real estate agents can use this book to understand  
the ingredients of good design for the Sunshine Coast  
and to identify opportunities to add value for buyers  
and investors.

Who is this book for?
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The Sunshine Coast stretches from Pumicestone  
Passage and Beerburrum in the south to 
Eumundi and Weyba Downs in the north. The 
Conondale National Park marks the west, and the 
Coral Sea coastline marks the eastern boundary. 
We have a thriving and biologically diverse 
region that supports a variety of ecosystems and 
species. This is a rare place with many landscape 
characters—including beautiful beaches, 
waterways and wetlands, the Pumicestone 
Passage, rainforests, mountain ranges and the 
towering majestic forms of the Glasshouse 
Mountains, Mt Coolum and Mt Ninderry. 

Our subtropical climate has made the Sunshine 
Coast a comfortable and attractive place to settle. 
Long, balmy summers and warm, sunny winters 
set the scene for a healthy, relaxed lifestyle, with 
a strong focus on enjoying the outdoors all year 
round. 

This setting helped shaped the lives of our first 
peoples and all those who have followed.

Towards good 
Sunshine Coast 
design

The Sunshine Coast 
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The Sunshine Coast has two layers of settlement patterns.  
Our first peoples have occupied this place for over 40,000 
years. The Kabi Kabi peoples are the traditional owners of 
the coastal plains and the Mary River Valley. The southern 
hinterland is the traditional country of the Jinibara peoples. 
The abundance of food in the area ensured good health and 
permanent year-round settlement, as there was no need to 
venture further afield to seek other food sources. 

The second layer of settlement occurred in three distinct  
corridors running north–south. In the 1820s, the first Europeans  
settled along the coastal corridor, near the beaches, estuaries  
and creeks. Inland, the railway and transport corridor was 
established as a trade route connecting our towns with 
Brisbane to the south and Gympie to the north. The third 
corridor starts at the foothills of the Blackall Range and includes 
farms and rural communities. This settlement pattern reflected 
early economic development of the area, with shipping, fishing 
and timber on the coast, logging in the inland corridor, and 
agriculture to the west. 

Today, many of the settlements that emerged to support  
early development retain their distinct character and identity.  
The homes of the early settlers—informal beach shacks, 
modest farm houses and the Queenslanders, all used timber 
and tin, and many included the quintessential verandah. These 
features have made an enduring contribution to the character 
of the Sunshine Coast. 

The towns and villages that lie within the central and western  
corridors feature detached houses and are typically nestled  
within the natural environment. These communities are tied  
to each other by water and vegetation. The coastal corridor is 

characterised by detached houses, medium density apartment 
blocks, and canal estates. Taller buildings are seen in the tourist 
areas of Coolum, Maroochydore, Mooloolaba and Caloundra. 
Although the most densely populated, this area retains its 
coastal character. This is due in part to the coastal vegetation, 
to the fact that buildings are generally set back to protect the 
foreshore, and to the smattering of older beach houses. 

Landscape, climate and people have all played their part in 
shaping the Sunshine Coast. The relationship is mutual and 
dependent. The Kabi Kabi and Jinibara peoples place great 
cultural significance on the landscape and its biodiversity. Their 
extensive knowledge, land management and connection with 
the natural environment is deeply ingrained in their culture. 
They support sustainability and an ongoing social, cultural and 
spiritual connection. 

The early European settlers have also made their marks, as 
have those who have followed, bringing with them new skills, 
interests, and cultural and social identities. Our population 
continues to diversify and grow at a steady pace. 

Major infrastructure investments including the Sunshine Coast  
Airport, University of the Sunshine Coast, Maroochydore City 
Centre, Sunshine Coast University Hospital, an international 
broadband submarine cable, the future mass transit system, 
and areas designated for more dense urban living, have all 
been designed to support sustainable prosperity for the 
Sunshine Coast.

This sets the scene for an exciting, innovative and sustainable 
future for the Sunshine Coast.

“The thing that makes the 
Sunshine Coast so special is, how 
it looks—the abundance of green 
and blue—the beauty, variety and 
extent of the landscape; and, how 
it feels—welcoming, relaxed but 
vibrant, clean, warm and sunny…  
it’s so ancient and at the same 
time so alive”

Nan Rae from Doonan
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While we are poised to thrive, we know that  
unplanned growth could adversely impact the  
Sunshine Coast’s special character and liveability. 

Large-scale bland development, bulky buildings 
that block access to sunlight, breezes and view 
lines, hot, treeless streets and generic parks can 
erode the qualities we value in our region—the 
same qualities that attract and retain people, 
investment and businesses. If we let this happen, 
the way we interact with each other may be 
impacted, our health could suffer, and private 
property investments could be affected. Our 
natural environment, that took millions of years to 
form, may be compromised.

We need tools to help us deal with the challenges 
of population growth, economic growth and 
climate change.

Peter Richards, Architect, 
Deicke Richards

The challenge

The Sunshine Coast 
has always had 
a strong sense 
of itself. The 
challenge for 
a growing region 
is that you can 
lose that sense 
of itself and 
become like any 
other place. 
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The value of good design

We often hear how much ‘extra’,
good design costs to build,
but what we really should be
asking is—How much ‘extra’ does
bad design cost to the people
that use it over its whole life
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Design is the way we decide how we want things  
to be. Everything we create is designed. Good 
design requires research, collaboration and 
critical thinking. Done well the design process 
creates outcomes that change existing situations 
into preferred ones, unlocks new potential, drives 
innovation, and delivers social, economic and 
environmental value.

Good design creates useable, user-friendly, 
enjoyable and attractive places and spaces, which 
continue to provide value and benefits to people, 
the place and the natural environment over 
extended periods. Good design brings benefits 
socially, environmentally and economically, and 
builds on these benefits over time – continually  
adding value.

Put simply, good Sunshine Coast design can:

• increase comfort
• improve liveability in a sub-tropical climate
• support our indoor–outdoor lifestyle
• reduce the need for artificial cooling and heating
• reduce maintenance and energy consumption
• add value to our houses, buildings and suburbs
•  decrease urban ‘heat island’ effects (areas with 

hard structures, without shade, that retain heat 
day and night)

• reduce travel costs and make it easier to get 
around
•  increase the viability of local businesses,

shops and facilities
• attract new people, businesses and skills 
• increase safety and security
• strengthen property values
•  increase civic pride so that places are looked

after and loved
•  create better social connectedness, which can

improve mental health and reduce social 
isolation

• decrease health care costs
• protect the natural environment
• save money in the long run.

The value of good design
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Over the years, many architects and designers 
have responded to the special character of 
the Sunshine Coast—our climate, landforms, 
fauna, flora, history, cultural and social identity. 
This responsive design is known as a ‘place-
based approach’ and can be seen in a range of 
buildings, structures, streets and spaces across 
the coast. 

Like many places, we have our share of good and 
not-so-good design. Design can fall short when 
it does not take place or context into account. A 
house design that suits a site in the suburbs of 
Australia’s southern or western states will almost 
certainly not be suitable or perform well on the 
Sunshine Coast and vice versa. These places are 
different and require different design responses. 
The same applies to streets and spaces.

A place-based approach puts place at the centre 
of the design process, so our buildings, streets 
and spaces reflect the values and characteristics 
of the Sunshine Coast, rather than just ‘anywhere’.

Making sure that 
design is good 
for the Sunshine 
Coast
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Good design is not generic,
it responds to the particular
qualities of a place.
These values can underpin
design to ensure we respect, 
protect and enhance the distinct
character of the Sunshine Coast
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What we 
value
The following four characteristics are what the 
community values most about the Sunshine 
Coast. These values are at the heart of what 
makes the Sunshine Coast special.  

We love our climate. 
We live within and 
cherish our landscape. 
We treasure our ocean  
and waterways.
We are a community  
of communities.
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This book is  
the collective 
voice of our 
region for 
our region.  
Residents, 
community 
groups, design 
professionals, 
planners and 
professional 
bodies took 
part in a co-
design process 
to develop the 
content for 
Sunshine Coast 
Design.
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We love  
our climate
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The subtropical climate of the Sunshine Coast  
is one of the most liveable in the world and we 
love and appreciate the lifestyle it affords. Our 
most liveable buildings and spaces balance the 
traits of long, balmy summers and warm, sunny 
winters, allowing us to live comfortably in the 
in-between zone which is sometimes indoors 
and mostly outdoors. Our climate makes us feel 
good, supports our active lifestyles and clothing 
choices, and draws us into the environment. 
Our climate makes us feel good, supports our 
active lifestyle, influences our clothing choices 
and draws us outdoors. Making the most 
of our subtropical climate is a fundamental 
characteristic of good Sunshine Coast design.
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you can live 
here without 
having to 
heat or cool 
your place. 
the climate 
here is the 
best in the 
world.
Edward from Currimundi

45 - DRAFT



W
H

A
T

 
W

E
 

V
A

L
U

E

- 46DRAFT



47 - DRAFT



We live within 
and cherish our 
landscape

W
H

A
T

 
W

E
 

V
A

L
U

E

The abundance of green, the presence  
of plants and trees, and the blessing of a rich,  
biodiverse landscape is what makes the 
Sunshine Coast so special. Whether natural, 
rural or urban, 

 
the landscape connects us, reduces stress, and 
supports an enviable lifestyle. We are proud 
to be situated within a nationally recognised 
natural environment, with its beauty a part 
of our daily lives. The protection and use of 
landscape to shape places and contribute to 
their enjoyment is a fundamental characteristic 
of good Sunshine Coast design.
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We are living 
in paradise, 
we love the 
wildlife, our 
garden is a 
rainforest and 
beautiful open 
spaces are a 
walk away.
Lorraine from Buderim
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We treasure 
our ocean and 
waterways
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The presence of blue is just as important to us 
as the abundance of green. Our lifestyles are 
focused around water, with many of our places 
founded along river banks and ocean foreshores. 
The rivers, creeks, wetlands and ocean all support 
plant and animal life, tourism and commercial 
endeavours and provide a beloved playground. 
We swim, we surf, we boat, we snorkel, we fish 
and we work hard to protect and nurture our 
marine environment and waterways. Creating 
places that preserve and reflect the beauty of 
our living waterways and ocean is a fundamental 
characteristic of good Sunshine Coast design.
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I love that 
after a ‘hard’ 
days work, I 
can find a 
place to swim 
and refresh on 
the way home, 
whether it be 
a waterhole or 
the beach.
Alison from Palmwoods
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We are a  
community of  
communities W
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The Sunshine Coast is a collection of 
communities and cultures passionate about 
maintaining and celebrating their distinct 
identities, stories, special places and lifestyles. 
Our community identities include the 
Indigenous cultures of the Kabi Kabi and  
Jinibara, those who settled later—whether for 
work or retirement—and an increasing group 
of people who are leaders in the arts and 
innovation. This diversity is an inherent quality 
of our people and region. A deep appreciation 
of our communities, their heritage, culture, art 
and creativity is a fundamental characteristic of 
good Sunshine Coast design.
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The level of 
care for others 
and the sense 
of belonging 
permeates 
the Sunshine 
Coast-This is 
powerful and 
invaluable as 
the population 
grows. Damien from Mooloolaba
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What we love about the 
Sunshine Coast today 
should influence what 
we create tomorrow.
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Sunshine Coast today 
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Work with the local climate

Create places that respect and incorporate landscape

Bring our cultures, arts and heritage to life

Capture and frame natural views and create vistas

Strengthen and extend a network of green corridors

Be inspired by the natural and built environment

Create shady streets that put people first

Create welcoming places that can be enjoyed by everyone

Design places to be resilient and ready for change

CREATE AND ADD VALUE
DRAFT



Design principles 
informing Sunshine 
Coast design

The following principles are based around our 
community’s values. The principles do not push a 
certain architectural or landscape style. They aim 
to express the four values and provide ideas for 
working with them. 

The principles clarify what makes good Sunshine  
Coast design and what is at stake if they are 
ignored. They are a reminder for professional 
designers (who use these principles already) and 
a guide for others of what good design on the 
Sunshine Coast should consider  
and can deliver.

Scale - The principles should be considered  
in the design process for all built form at any scale, 
including homes, pathways, streets, parks, public 
spaces, commercial and public buildings, and 
neighbourhoods—everything we construct that 
contributes to the place where we live,  
work and play.
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P r i n c i p l e  0 1

The Sunshine Coast offers its residents a lifestyle  
and locale defined by our subtropical climate. 
 
Awnings, screens, verandahs, louvered windows 
and battens provide our homes and businesses 
with open and comfortable indoor/outdoor 
rooms. Shade structures and large trees along 
our roads and in our parks provide the warmth of 
sunlight in winter, and shade and dappled light in 
the summer, as we play, walk and cycle.  
The climate has shaped our distinctive 
environment and supports our outdoor  
lifestyle all year round.

Good Sunshine Coast design works with our  
sub-tropical climate. It creates places with a sense  
of openness and permeability, and a strong 
connection to the outdoors. Design that works 
with our climate promotes our wellbeing. It 
creates places that enable us to live in comfort. It 
minimises the need for artificial cooling, heating 
and lighting. Designing places to work with 
our climate allows us to live a low-energy, more 
affordable and healthier lifestyle.

Work with the  
local climate
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Design that ignores our climate can produce  
poor-performing buildings that rely on expensive  
air-conditioning to keep us comfortable. It could 
lead to the creation of unusable, hot, barren 
streets and spaces. These designs are potentially 
inefficient and costly in the long run and may 
leave us closed off from the environment.

Why this  
is important
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0
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When siting development, ensure that 
localised environmental conditions 
are understood and mapped to create 
places that are resilient to extreme 
weather events.

Organise your building and outdoor 
spaces to have access to natural 
light and shade and capture breezes. 
Adopting these simple rules will create 
places that work well with the local 
climate and offer occupants naturally 
comfortable spaces. On the Sunshine 
Coast, generally this will be a northern 
orientation. 
 
Provide rooms that make the most  
of the subtropical climate by creating 
visual and physical connections 
between outdoor and indoor spaces. 

Align doors and windows to promote 
passive ventilation throughout 
buildings, creating comfortable 
temperatures within living spaces 
without the need for air-conditioning. 

Use architectural features (eaves,  
awnings and shutters) and landscape 
elements to provide shading to internal 
and external spaces. This is important in 
maintaining comfortable temperatures  
and offering weather protection. 

Install windows, doors and screens  
that can be opened and closed to both 
harness and control breezes, let natural 
light in and shut out unfavourable 
weather. Movable building elements 
allow building occupants to control 
their own comfort.

Ideas for 
working with 
principle 01

1

2

3

4

5

6

Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Designing places to 
work with our climate 
allows us to live a low- 
energy, affordable and 
healthy lifestyle. 
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PRINCIPLE 01:  

WORK WITH THE LOCAL CLIMATE
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Through 
understanding 
climate we can 
design the most 
marvellous spaces 
for very pleasant 
occupation and what 
comes out of that 
is a beautiful and 
unique building 
and place with 
a language that 
embodies this 
characteristic of 
the coast.

Elizabeth Watson-Brown, Architect  
University of Queensland
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P r i n c i p l e  0 2

Our Sunshine Coast communities are embedded 
in the natural landscape. Our waterways, 
vegetation and landforms weave in and around 
our centres, towns, neighbourhoods and the 
streets connecting our homes. The landscape 
separates places, frames our villages and 
towns, and contributes to their sense of identity, 
enjoyment and individuality. Mountains, vegetated 
ridge lines and significant stands of vegetation 
provide a green frame. Creeks, waterways and the 
ocean provide a blue frame.  
 
Our relationship with the landscape is a reason 
why many of our towns and centres feel like 

they blend with the natural environment. It is a 
distinguishing characteristic of the  
Sunshine Coast.  
 
Good Sunshine Coast design considers our 
landscape character, which underpins the identity 
and experience of Sunshine Coast places. It 
allows us to stay connected with the natural 
environment. This relationship contributes to 
our wellbeing and sense of self. Good design 
on the Sunshine Coast considers space for new 
vegetation and where appropriate, retains existing 
vegetation. It shows off the landscape and 
protects the environment and its biodiversity.

Create places that 
respect & incorporate 
landscape P

R
I
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0
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Design that does not incorporate the landscape  
could lead to the erosion of our connection with 
the natural environment over time. If tree and 
vegetation cover is reduced, there would be 
little shade, buildings would not be screened 
or softened, and streets would become hot 
and uncomfortable. Without the separation of 
landscape, the rich mosaic of individual villages 
could result in one sprawling suburb. Landscape 
offers a sense of belonging, biodiversity, visitor 
appeal and a sense of wellbeing for  
the residents.

Why this  
is important

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 02

Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:

Conduct an assessment of the local 
landscape character to establish a 
thorough understanding of an area’s 
distinctive ecological qualities. This 
knowledge can be used in developing 
contextually appropriate landscapes and  
design strategies at the project planning 
stage.  

Work with existing topography to 
minimise cut and fill and protect the 
existing landforms and waterways. 

When planning developments, consider 
retaining and building with and around 
the established landscape features, 
trees and vegetation. Retaining and 
enhancing existing landscape and 
trees will provide the local area with 
character that contributes to the natural 
biodiversity of the area, and maintains 
and reinforces the important green and 
blue frames that weave in and around 
our centres, towns and neighbourhoods.  

When retaining existing trees and  
vegetation, ensure adequate space  
is maintained so trees stay healthy. 

For new trees, provide enough space  
for canopy growth and root growth 
in areas of deep soil planting, so that 
larger trees  can flourish in proximity to 
buildings or infrastructure in the future. 

Consider providing new planting next to 
areas of existing planting on adjoining 
sites. This ensures individual areas of 
new planting contribute to the creation 
of substantial areas of vegetation and 
to the dominance of landscape in our 
neighbourhoods.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Our relationship with 
the landscape is a big 
reason why many of our 
towns and centres feel 
like they blend with  
the natural environment. 
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PRINCIPLE 02:  

Create places that respect 

& incorporate landscape
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Picture a place 
you love on the 
Sunshine Coast. 
Picture it and 
everything you 
love about it and 
then take away the 
vegetation, take 
away the trees.  
Do you still like 
it, is it still 
something amazing?

Lindy Atkin, Architect, Bark Architects
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P r i n c i p l e  0 3

The cultures of our varied communities are woven 
across the landscape and settlements of the 
Sunshine Coast. They offer a tangible, collective 
record of the region’s history and continue to 
emerge as the region grows. They are celebrated 
in community events, in the fabric of heritage 
places and through the creative arts. This visible 
cultural expression fosters a strong sense of 
belonging and identity that connects us to our 
past, grounds us in our present and influences 
our future. This is increasingly important as we 
welcome more people with their own stories, 
traditions and cultures to the region. 

Good Sunshine Coast design promotes 
opportunities to understand, share and celebrate 
the distinctive cultures of our region and 
encourages new creative expression  
of emerging cultures and creativity. It is design 
that respects and reflects our heritage and 
cultures, enriches people’s lives and fosters 
shared values. As a result, places are understood, 
conserved, interpreted and shared to ensure our 
region remains vibrant and loved. Good design 
provides the means to bring us together while 
respecting individuality. 

Bring our 
cultures, arts and 
heritage to life P
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Design that ignores our diverse community can 
be uninspiring and can ignore the wealth of 
knowledge that diversity brings to the nature, 
shape and form of the built environment. We 
could risk replacing our heritage and culture 
with on-trend offerings that can quickly date and 
create a region that looks the same as any other 
place. This lack of local connection can create 
a built form that may hold little meaning for our 
community and as a result, may fall into disrepair.

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
3

Why this  
is important
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building—
keep the following in mind: 

Ideas for 
working with 
principle 03

Find out early in the project planning  
phase whether a site has historic and 
cultural significance. Understanding a 
site’s stories and cultural connections 
can provide specific design inspiration 
and produce unique form and/or 
creative art opportunities.  

Where required and appropriate, seek  
the participation of the Traditional 
Owners in the planning and  
design phase.

Seek to engage with the local 
community and community 
organisations during the planning and 
design phase to understand the shared 
values and stories of the community.

Seek to engage a specialist heritage 
consultant to assess the impact 
of proposals on a site’s heritage 
significance or the impact on any 
adjacent heritage features.  

Explore opportunities to integrate 
emerging cultural stories, traditions 
and art into buildings and landscape 
designs to reflect the character 
and identity of growing local 
neighbourhoods, towns and 
communities.

Provide publicly accessible spaces 
within new development, to offer 
opportunities for the community to 
connect, share stories and be creative.
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Good design provides 
the means to bring us 
together while respecting 
individuality. 
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PRINCIPLE 03:  

Bring our cultures, arts 

and heritage to life
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Design provides  
a great 
opportunity for 
people to come 
together, engage 
and bring life to 
the built form in 
an artistic and 
creative way.  

Phil Smith, Architect, Creative Alliance
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The distinct natural setting of the Sunshine 
Coast is stunning. It sets our communities within 
a natural backdrop of beautiful beaches, bays, 
coastal headlands, waterways and wetlands, 
mountain ranges, escarpments, forests and 
rainforests. 
 
Views and vistas of this landscape range in scale 
from the dramatic and well known to the local and 
personal. The visibility of waterways and beaches, 
rainforest and bush provides a calming backdrop 
to our daily lives.  
 
These features connect people to place and 
to each other and contribute to our sense of 
community and collective identity. To be able to 

see large stands of vegetation and reflections on 
water from our homes, offices, parks and streets 
is a distinctive experience of Sunshine Coast 
communities. 
 
Good design on the Sunshine Coast captures 
and embeds views and vistas within the built 
environment. These views contribute to the 
identity of the area. They strengthen a sense of 
location and connect people and communities. 
They put the attractiveness of the region  
on display and draw it into our homes and 
daily lives. These views provide an outward 
perspective that connects us to our community 
and to our natural landscape, ensuring we don’t 
feel alone.

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
4

P r i n c i p l e  0 4

Capture and frame 
natural views and 
create vistas
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Design that does not consider views and vistas  
erodes the natural context of a place. By not 
considering the visual relationship between 
neighbouring buildings, across rooftops, 
infrastructure and landscapes, we can lose 
the connection with our location. We could be 
anywhere, and we could find it more difficult to 
locate ourselves, and feel isolated. 
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Why this  
is important
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 04

Consider the retention of views to  
landscape features, significant stands  
of vegetation, trees, waterways and 
beaches to ensure the community 
maintains its connection to the region. 

Work sensitively with our key view 
corridors by aligning buildings, streets, 
landscapes and open spaces to protect 
the view.

Locate public spaces and facilities 
to have physical and visual access to 
views and vistas of landscapes and 
waterways in a way that benefits to the 
wider community. 

Consider the impact on significant 
views when planning buildings, 
structures, streets, and landscapes. 
Remember that the view of the building 
or landscape you are creating also 
has an impact on and could affect its 
neighbours, the wider community  
and place. 

Avoid visual clutter that could affect 
important views. Locate buildings, 
street signage, street furniture and 
infrastructure so they don’t block or 
impede access to prominent views  
and vistas. 

Locate significant buildings and cultural 
civic spaces in prominent locations 
to maximise views to and from these 
places, assist local wayfinding, and 
provide the community  
with landmarks.
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Glimpses of waterways and 
beaches, rainforest and bush 
provide a calming backdrop 
to our daily lives. 
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PRINCIPLE 04:  

Capture and frame natural 

views and create vistas
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The Sunshine 
Coast is such 
a beautiful 
landscape,  
why wouldn’t 
we capture  
our views  
and vistas? 

Shaun Walsh, President, Australian  
Institute of Landscape Architects
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P r i n c i p l e  0 5

Our beaches, waterways, environmental 
reserves, parks and open spaces frame our 
urban areas. They embed the built environment 
of the Sunshine Coast within a network of green 
and blue natural landscapes. These landscapes 
establish natural corridors that connect 
the region, offering routes that encourage 
pedestrians and cyclists away from the road 
corridors. Using these natural routes as part of our 
daily commutes contributes to our health, keeps 
us active and reducing our reliance on cars.  
 
Good Sunshine Coast design protects, improves 
and uses the environmental and green corridors. 

It offers pedestrians and cyclists safe travel 
routes. It helps establish a network of accessible 
waterways, beaches and foreshores, reserves and 
parks. Natural connections are provided between 
neighbourhoods, and the biodiversity of the 
region is strengthened. Design that establishes 
a comprehensive, region-wide network of 
green corridors supports more equitable and 
sustainable transport options. It provides an 
environment that encourages exploration and 
activity, improves the amenity and attractiveness 
of our neighbourhoods, and promotes greater 
awareness of the beauty and value of our  
natural landscapes.

Strengthen and 
extend a network 
of green corridors P
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Design that pushes our natural environment  
to the edge of urban areas can limit the potential  
for green corridors linking our region and reduce 
connectivity between places. This can cut us 
off from nature and make it more difficult to 
reach the places we need to access to de-stress 
and relax without a car. As a consequence, our 
reliance on vehicles to get around can make us 
more sedentary.

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
5

Why this  
is important
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 05

Use the existing open space 
network to develop the pedestrian 
and cycle system, offering 
pedestrians and cyclists journey 
choices that are safe, direct, 
comfortable and inspiring.

Link open spaces, bushland, 
waterways and tree canopies 
to establish an integrated green 
network of open space.

Increase opportunities for active  
and passive recreation within 
reserves by offering fitness trails, 
seating areas and viewing points in 
keeping with the natural setting and 
environmental values of the place. 

Design of developments and 
streets, regardless of size, should 
consider adequate space for large 
shade trees and landscape to 
expand the green network and  
link our communities to the  
broader environment.
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Our beaches, waterways, 
environmental reserves, 
parks and open spaces 
frame our urban areas. 
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PRINCIPLE 05:  

Strengthen and extend a 

network of green corridors
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We are really 
lucky on the 
Sunshine Coast 
to be surrounded 
by nature.  
This produces 
a whole lot of 
green corridors 
that can be 
appropriately 
used as walking 
and cycling 
routes allowing 
us to leave the 
car at home.

Dr Nicholas Stevens, Planner, University  
of the Sunshine Coast
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P r i n c i p l e  0 6

Our local landscapes, our heritage and our 
climate have all contributed to the look and feel of 
the Sunshine Coast. The colours, textures, forms 
and variety of its architecture and landscapes 
have inspired a place-based approach to design 
and material choices that reflect the distinctive 
characteristics of the Sunshine Coast.  
 
This approach uses spaces, construction detailing  
and materials in response to our climate and 
creates places that promote a strong relationship 
with the outdoors—a character specific to  
this place.  

Good design on the Sunshine Coast is inspired  
by the elements of built form that have served 
us in the past to create a strong sense of 
local identity. Design inspired by our natural 
environment helps integrate built form into the 
varied coastal and hinterland settings of the 
Sunshine Coast. Each community becomes an 
identifiable place that collectively demonstrates 
the rich diversity characterising the  
Sunshine Coast.

Be inspired by the 
natural and built 
environment P
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Design that does not respond to our local 
landscapes, heritage and climate is likely to be at 
odds with the surrounds and risks undermining 
the look and feel of the region. Design that 
ignores our histories and cultures does not 
connect with us or tell our stories to the wider 
world or to future generations. Our identity can be 
diluted when our buildings resemble those that 
are seen everywhere else. 

Why this  
is important

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
6

- 126DRAFT



127 - DRAFT



Ideas for 
working with 
principle 06 

Undertake a context and character  
study of the local area to establish  
a clear understanding of its built 
form history and setting.

Be inspired by the desirable local 
building traditions of an area and 
the natural environment to ensure 
development is carefully integrated 
into its local context.

Be inspired by the colours, textures,  
forms and plant species of the local 
area to ensure projects contribute to 
a strong sense of local identity.

Select tree and plant species and 
furniture for streets and parks that 
reinforce our distinctive sub-tropical 
character. 
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Design inspired by our 
natural environment helps 
integrate built form into 
the varied coastal, and 
hinterland settings of 
the Sunshine Coast. 
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PRINCIPLE 06:  

Be inspired by the natural 

and built environment
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It is really 
important to 
understand the 
community YOU ARE 
working in. Place 
based design and 
character are not 
style based, they 
are a reflection 
of the community.

Jo Case, Architect
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P r i n c i p l e  0 7

Across the Sunshine Coast, streets have typically 
been seen as places of movement, mainly for 
vehicles. In reality, streets play a complex and 
important role as public spaces and places of 
commerce and connectivity. The cafes, shops and 
services that line our streets rely on the design 
of the street to encourage people to use them. 
Streets are places where safety, comfort and 
human connection are priorities, and it is essential 
that the streets of the Sunshine Coast connect 
our communities socially and economically.  
 
Good Sunshine Coast design creates a built 
environment that is walkable and comfortable 

for pedestrians and cyclists. It creates a 
connected network of linear and shady spaces 
that support life on the street and bring the 
natural landscape of the region into the heart of 
its growing communities. For this, large shade 
trees and shade structures are essential. They 
encourage people to linger and connect. Great 
streets support prosperous businesses and 
social activity. Their designers consider the 
space required to prioritise pedestrians, cycles 
and future mobility options, as well as the space 
required for services and infrastructure.

Create shady 
streets that put 
people first P
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Poorly planned and poorly designed streets 
can be hot, noisy, dangerous and vehicle-
dominated, with little space for footpaths, 
bikes and trees. People often do not linger on 
these streets, and businesses could suffer as a 
result. Poorly designed streets tend to prioritise 
vehicle efficiency over liveability and long-term 
prosperity. They can encourage car use and make 
us more inactive.

Why this  
is important
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 07 

Consider the design requirements  
of the whole street, including safe 
footpaths and bikeways, trees, vehicle 
use, parking, emerging technology and 
infrastructure needs above and below 
ground, to comfortably  
accommodate everything. 

Put people first in street design. 
Prioritise the needs of pedestrians  
and cyclists before the needs of 
vehicles and infrastructure. 

Design streets with plenty of 
shade, places to rest, good lighting, 
unobtrusive wayfinding and safe  
street crossings. 

Design clutter-free streets and  
de-clutter existing streets to support 
easy access for all. 

Plan for streets to retain existing trees  
where appropriate as well as provide 
ample space above and below ground 
to support healthy growth.

Design streets to extend an 
interconnected tree canopy along 
movement corridors to help mitigate 
the urban heat island effect and 
support local wildlife.
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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The cafes, shops and 
services that line our 
streets rely on the design 
of the street to encourage 
people to use them.
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PRINCIPLE 07:  

Create shady streets  

that put people first

P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
7

- 144DRAFT



Some of the 
key aspects 
in creating 
character 
and a sense 
of place 
is through 
vegetation, 
shady streets 
and people 
places.

James Birrell, Landscape Architect,  
James Birrell Design Lab
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P r i n c i p l e  0 8

The Sunshine Coast is known as a generous and 
friendly place. It is a place where the natural and 
built environment is enjoyed by our community. 
Many places on the Sunshine Coast connect our 
community through a shared desire to experience 
the best of the natural environment and the 
lifestyle associated with it.  
 
As the population of the region grows, our 
community will continue to diversify. It is essential 
that the Sunshine Coast responds to these 
changes. It must ensure people continue to enjoy 
the benefits of living in the region and also that the 
natural and built environments remain accessible 
and affordable for all ages and abilities.  

Good design on the Sunshine Coast creates 
places that are welcoming and accessible to 
all, delivering public and private places that 
contribute to an active street life and community 
enjoyment. It promotes the creation of a built 
environment that is accessible, affordable and 
capable of accommodating the needs of all ages 
and abilities. Communities thrive when people 
feel welcome and included. A built environment 
that accommodates the needs of the whole 
community is essential to ensure the Sunshine 
Coast remains vital and vibrant.

Create welcoming 
places that can be 
enjoyed by everyone P
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Design that restricts access to certain members  
of our community does not contribute to the 
public life of the region. Our best looking and 
most loved features may not be shared and 
enjoyed as effectively by the wider populace, and 
our buildings and spaces can send a message 
that they only belong to a few. The sense of 
shared community pride can be lost.

Why this  
is important
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 08 

Design building entries and openings, 
balconies, decks and awnings to 
contribute to the creation of an active 
street life. 

Create places that promote physical 
access to natural assets, such as 
environmental reserves, waterways 
and the coastline, to encourage greater 
community enjoyment of our natural 
environment.

Provide adaptable and flexible public 
space at street level to encourage 
broader community interaction and 
greater permeability of a site. 

Consider how accessible the entire 
space is—from parking a bicycle or car, 
to how easy it is to find the front door, to 
how easy it is to find public amenities, 
and how safe it is to leave when it gets 
dark. Create places that are easy to 
get around and prioritise the safety 
of visitors and passers-by. Consider 
these questions using Crime Prevention 
through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
strategies.

Create buildings that work well within 
their community and work well with their 
neighbours, so development adds to the 
life of the Sunshine Coast. 

Create places that support and prioritise 
community access to emerging 
technology, so people can connect, 
study and do business anywhere.  

Design for places and spaces that 
consider the needs of all ages and 
abilities and promote equitable access. 
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Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Communities thrive when 
people feel welcome and 
included

153 - DRAFT



P
R

I
N

C
I

P
L

E
 

0
8

- 154DRAFT



155 - DRAFT



PRINCIPLE 08:  

Create welcoming places that 

can be enjoyed by everyone
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Public places 
need to be 
accessible 
and dynamic 
with emerging 
technologies 
while 
considering 
the uses of 
everyone.

Dianne Hayes, Traffic Engineer 
Hayes Traffic Engineering
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P r i n c i p l e  0 9

There are at least, three main drivers of change 
on the Sunshine Coast. The population continues 
to grow steadily, placing demand on land and 
competition for land use. We have a growing and 
evolving economy, requiring new technologies 
and new premises to support modern modes 
of working. Climate change is shaping how 
and where we live. It is critical to understand 
and acknowledge these vulnerabilities and 
opportunities if successful, resilient and adaptable 
communities are to thrive.  
 
Good design on the Sunshine Coast anticipates 
these changes. It creates places with the potential 

to adapt and/or be reused for other purposes. It 
requires the construction of built forms that last 
longer and can have many useful lives. It requires 
the design of places that embrace technology 
and opportunities for innovation. 
 
Designing with the future in mind is focused 
on reducing our environmental footprint. It 
prioritises doing more with less. It recognises the 
importance of continually evaluating design to 
respond to new circumstances and technologies. 
Future thinking requires us to consider  
and be ready for shifts in how we live,  
work and play. 

Design places to be 
resilient and ready  
for change P
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Design that remains blind to change and 
prioritises construction efficiency over resilience 
can be costly and can create assets that over time 
will be impacted adversely by change. They may 
undermine our ability to be ready for the future, 
produce built forms that can be too costly to 
adapt and hinder a fast and flexible response to 
evolving community needs and aspirations.  

Why this  
is important
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Design buildings, streets and spaces  
with a capacity for adaptation, 
reconfiguration and re-use in 
response to changing needs—not 
just in the long term, but also in the 
medium term, given the pace of 
technological change. 

Plan buildings, streets and spaces  
to use less energy and reduce our  
reliance on non-renewable energy. 

Use locally sourced and sustainable 
materials in the construction of 
buildings, streets and spaces to 
improve our community’s long-term 
resilience. 

Use current best practice technology 
and design in space or systems to 
accommodate change and future 
technologies.

Design buildings, spaces and 
infrastructure to be low impact and 
resilient to extreme weather events. 
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Ideas for 
working with 
principle 09 

Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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Good Design on the Sunshine 
Coast anticipates changes. 
It creates places with the 
potential to adapt and/or be 
reused for other purposes
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PRINCIPLE 09:  

Design places to be resilient  

and ready for change
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This is about 
looking ahead and 
thinking about 
those big things 
that are really 
going to be 
different.   
It’s a 
challenging task 
but an exciting 
one as well, 
thinking about 
what the future 
could be and 
making this  
a really 
resilient place.

Alan Hoban, Civil Engineer, Bligh Tanner
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P r i n c i p l e  1 0

The community places high importance on the 
liveability of the Sunshine Coast. The quaity of 
buildings streets and spaces is one of the factors 
influencing liveability. Investment in good design 
enhances liveability delivering economic social 
and environmental benefits to investors  
and community. 
 
Economically, for developers and investors there 
is potential for higher land values, sales values and 
rental returns; increased asset value (on which 
to borrow), quicker development approvals and 
faster property sales. Good design can help build 
a good business reputation and a competitive 
edge. 
 
For owners and tenants there is potential 
for reduced running costs (energy usage), 
maintenance costs, better re-sale value and 
attracting higher quality longer term tenants. 
 
For local business, shops and facilities there 
is potential to increase marketing potential, 

productivity through employee satisfaction and to 
strengthen business viability. 
 
The possible social benefits of good design are 
better security and less crime, less pollution and 
better health, greater accessibility, more inclusive 
public spaces and greater civic pride and sense 
of community.  
 
Our environment can potentially benefit 
from good design through reduced energy 
consumption, resource and land consumption 
and less environmental damage. 
 
Good design on the Sunshine Coast goes 
above and beyond minimum requirements. It can 
create an economic advantage, adding value by 
increasing the liveability and therefore economic 
viability of development, and delivering economic 
advantage into the community. Good design adds 
value for everybody.

Create and add value
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Design that does not create or add value  to 
a building or place can diminish the liveability of 
the Sunshine Coast. Opportunities to grow return 
on financial investment could be missed. Cost-
cutting during the design and delivery process 
could  result in expensive retrofitting and detract 
from the longer-term value of the investment. 
Buildings that are cheap to build and buy could be 
costly to maintain and run. Buildings and places 
that are poorly designed can be less enjoyable to 
live in and do not contribute to a better  
quality of life. 

Why this  
is important
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Design buildings, streets and spaces 
to make the most of finanial returns, 
as well as in social and environmental 
benefits.

Create value by ‘designing in’ new 
opportunities to buildings, streets 
and spaces for increased social, 
economic and environmental benefits 
to the community. 
 
Invest in good design and high 
quality construction to deliver more 
user-friendly, high-performance and 
lower-maintenance buildings, streets 
and spaces.

Reduce the impacts of time, use 
and climate on buildings streets and 
spaces through good design, material 
selection and construction. 
 
Consider whole-of-life costs, 
including ongoing maintenance and 
operational costs, so that those who 
own or occupy now and in the future 
can benefit.

1

2

3

4

5

Ideas for 
working with 
principle 10 

Whatever scale you’re working at—city, 
neighbourhood, street, park or building 
—keep the following in mind:
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The quality of 
our buildings, 
streets and spaces 
are key factors 
influencing the 
liveability of 
this region, they 
make the Sunshine 
Coast a place 
people want to 
live, grow and 
invest in for 
their future.
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PRINCIPLE 10:  

Design places to be resilient  

and ready for change
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While good 
design does not 
necessarily cost 
more, investment 
in good design 
is rewarded in 
the longer-term 
by more user-
friendly, high-
performance and 
lower-maintenance 
places and 
buildings.

Better Placed, Office of Govt Architect NSW
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We are creative spirits. People 
with a warm energy, a zest for 
life and a gracious nature. 
We have a tonne of local pride, 
creative  inspiration, and  a  strong
motivation to embrace our 
core values to make informed 
and conscious design choices.
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We are creative spirits. People 
with a warm energy, a zest for 
life and a gracious nature. 
We have a tonne of local pride, 
creative  inspiration, and  a  strong
motivation to embrace our 
core values to make informed 
and conscious design choices.
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The following 6 projects have been selected from across the Sunshine 
Coast. They are presented here as a way of demonstrating the potential 
outcomes the adoption of the nine Sunshine Coast Design Principles could 
achieve. The projects demonstrate the applicability of the principles across 
different development scales and the variety of design and built outcomes 
possible.  

Principle 01 - Work with the local climate

Principle 02 - Create places that respect and incorporate landscape

Principle 03 - Bring our cultures, arts and heritage to life

Principle 04 - Capture and frame natural views and create vistas

Principle 05 -  Strengthen and extend a network of green corridors 

Principle 06 - Be inspired by the natural and built environment

Principle 07 - Create shady streets that put people first

Principle 08 - Create welcoming places that can be enjoyed by everyone

Principle 09 - Design places to be resilient and ready for change 

Principle 10 - Create and add value 

Project Review Process 

Information was gathered for each project through desk top analysis,  
interviews with the designers and site visits. The following pages provide a 
snapshot of the case study review undertaken. 

Demonstrating 
the design 
principles
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M O F F A T  B E A C H 
H O U S E  R E N O V A T I O N 
A N D  E X T E N S I O N

Location: Moffat Beach, 
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Renovation 
and extension of existing 
detached single dwelling
Building Size: 138.6m2 
internal 10.8m2 external
Site area: 
Completed: 2010
Designer: Tim Bennetton 
Architects

Project overview 

Located at Moffat Beach, this is a 
renovation and extension to a 1950s 
beach house. 

The house faces north and sits on a 
small narrow lot. The extension goes 
up, adding another level to the house, 
rather than ‘out’, so that the existing 
landscape and private open space  
is retained. 

Rooms have been re-configured 
and opened up to make the best of 
views and light, and capture breezes. 
Insulation has been incorporated to 
help control the temperature of internal 
spaces, making them more comfortable 
for residents and more suited to the 
climate. The new layout includes 
a patio breezway that steps down 
into the garden, making the most of 
opportunities for indoor/outdoor living.
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Work with the  
local climate

Create places that 
respect + incorporate
landscape

Bring our culture, 
arts + heritage to life

Capture + frame 
natural views + 
create vistas

Be inspired by local 
+ natural materials

Make shady streets 
that put people first

Create inclusive places 
that can be enjoyed by 
everyone

Ensure places are 
resilient + ready  
for change

Create and add value

Strengthen + 
extend a network of 
environmental
+ green corridors 
connecting places

01

02

03

04

06

07

08

09

10

05

02 The renovation and extension retains existing trees and planting on site.

01 The inclusion of large windows and doors allow walls  
to open up and capture local breezes.
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06 The simple low roof pitch of the extension is sympathetic to the scale and form of the existing house.
The exterior colour scheme is a soft light green reflecting the era of the original fibro beach house and the natural landscape setting.

04 The design creates opportunities for multiple views into the 
garden, from inside the house.

03 The new design retains the original beach house character 
contributing to the overall heritage character of Moffat Beach.
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09
The original building has been sensitively retained and re-used. Insulation, solar hot water and large openings  
have been incorporated to improve the energy efficiency and climatic performance of the building. 
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T W O  T R E E 
H O U S E , 
D E T A C H E D 
D W E L L I N G

Location: Buderim,  
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Detached 
single dwelling
Building Size: 262m2
Site area:  
Completed: 2016
Designer: Bark Architects

Project overview 

Two Tree House is located in a low 
density residential area on the northern 
escarpment of Buderim mountain. The 
house is carefully planned to retain and 
capture views of two mature Flooded 
Gum trees on the site and long views to 
hills and landscape beyond.

The single level house uses a pole 
frame structure and cantilevers over 
the site. The plan locates bedrooms on 
one side and living areas on the other. A 
timber-batten breezeway in the centre 
of the house channels local breezes and 
connects indoor and outdoor spaces.  
The house has a raked ceiling with high-
level windows and louvres that bring 
natural sunlight in and capture external 
views inside the house.
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02 The house design preserves the location of two existing Flooded Gum trees by 
building around them, and adopts them as a focal point and connection to the 
natural landscape setting.

01 The central ‘breezeway’ corridor and veranda support easy movement between the 
indoors and outdoors and allow good cross ventilation through the building, they 
allow natural light into the internal spaces and offer sun shading where required.
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local climate

Create places that 
respect + incorporate
landscape

Bring our culture, 
arts + heritage to life

Capture + frame 
natural views + 
create vistas

Be inspired by local 
+ natural materials

Make shady streets 
that put people first

Create inclusive places 
that can be enjoyed by 
everyone

Ensure places are 
resilient + ready  
for change

Create and add value

Strengthen + 
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06 The ideas of ‘Economical and robust’ guided the choice of building materials which include galvanised steel, hardwood timber, polycarbonate, 
plywood, hardwood and fibre cement sheet cladding. The choice of material colours and textures reflect the natural colours and textures found 
on the site, in and around Buderim.

04 The location and orientation of doors and windows capture long views of the distant hills and treetops.
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09 The design employs a lightweight steel structure which ensures the development ‘touches the ground lightly’, respecting and minimising the 
impact on the established landscape. This lightweight construction lends itself to future modification and adaptation creating a place that is 
resilient and ready for change.
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A Q U I V 
T O W N H O U S E S 
B R I G H T W A T E R

Location: Brightwater, 
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Medium Density 
Residential Housing
Building Size:(per unit 
average)   
SITE AREA:
Completed: 2019
Designer: Mainwaring 
Hollindale Architects (MHA)
Developer: Stockland

Project overview 

Aquiv Townhouses are located at 
Brightwater, a new 1500 lot residential 
community on the Sunshine Coast. 
Launched in 2008, Brightwater was 
awarded Queensland’s Best Master-
planned Development in the 2016 
Urban Development Institute  
of Australia (UDIA) Awards for 
Excellence. The UDIA noted the 
project’s strong environmental 
ethos with 20% of the site area set 
aside for conservation. In addition, the 
development promotes healthy outdoor 
living by providing a variety of parks and 
over 5 kilometres of connected walking 
and cycle paths.

The development is set amongst 48 
hectares of bushland and a 12-hectare 
constructed lake. Completed in 2019, 
the Aquiv Townhouses include 33 
two storey houses arranged around a 
private shared internal courtyard. All 
houses are designed to face onto a 
public street or lakeside pathway.
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02 Substantial new native planting helps integrate and connect the development 
to the local landscape.

01 The design utilises climate control systems that are easy for residents to use 
including  operable windows,  sun shading and screens and ventilated light wells 
that create a heat stack effect, where air gets warmer and typically rises naturally 
ventilating the building.

Work with the  
local climate

Create places that 
respect + incorporate
landscape

Bring our culture, 
arts + heritage to life

Capture + frame 
natural views + 
create vistas

Be inspired by local 
+ natural materials

Make shady streets 
that put people first

Create inclusive places 
that can be enjoyed by 
everyone

Ensure places are 
resilient + ready  
for change

Create and add value

Strengthen + 
extend a network of 
environmental
+ green corridors 
connecting places

01

02

03

04

06

07

08

09

10

05

- 196DRAFT



e
l

e
v

a
t

e
 

/
 

c
a

s
e

 
s

t
u

d
i

e
s

08
08 The development encourages community connection by locating individual gates to  

face public pathways and incorporating a private shared open central courtyard.

06 The material and colour selection is inspired by the colours, light 
and textures of the Sunshine Coast.

04 Windows are positioned to capture and frame views to the lake.
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09 Conventional materials are used in a composite construction system to achieve high environmental performance.
Multiple choices in layout and size provide a range of housing options to suite a variety of residential lifestyle needs.
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M A R Y  C A I R N C R O S S 
S C E N I C  R E S E R V E 
B U I L D I N G 
R E N E W A L

Location: Maleny,  
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Public 
Building  
Completed: 2017
Designer: Gymer Bailey 
Architets / Norman Richards 
Building Design and 
Interiors
Developer/ Client: 
Sunshine Coast Council 

Project overview

Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve 
comprises 55 hectares of subtropical 
rainforest overlooking the Glass House 
Mountains National Landscape. A 
remnant of the rainforests that once 
covered the Blackall Range, the 
Reserve is a living museum of diverse 
plant and animal life and a place of 
tranquillity and beauty.

The reserves buildings include the 
Rainforest Discovery Centre, cafe, 
visitor amenities, viewing deck and 
conference space.  Surrounding spaces 
include the accessible Glider Gallery 
walk, children’s playground, picnic area, 
and walking tracks.
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02 The building has been planned to maximise the retention of existing trees  
and vegetation and internal spaces link visually and physically to the  
surrounding rainforest.

01 The building layout is in two parts linked by a breezeway that capture’s natural 
breezes. The building opens to the north to capture natural light and to the south to 
capture views. 
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06 Locally sourced timber, Glasshouse Bluestone and Maleny 
bushrock, reflecting the character of the area, feature 
prominently in the building design and surrounding spaces. 
Gardens, incorporating 3000 plants grown from local seeds, 
establish a landscape setting for the building.

08 The buildings diverse range of visitor amenities  
and functions are all accessible.

04 The design celebrates and is focused on views of the Glass 
House Mountains and the rainforest.

03 Extensive engagement took place during the planning and 
design phase of the building with local experts, Indigenous 
representatives, a Heritage Specialist, the community,  
University of the Sunshine Coast, Tourism Queensland and  
the Sunshine Coast Design Advisory Panel, to help embed  
the stories of the place within the design.
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09 The building collects all rainwater and uses this to irrigate the Scenic Reserve. The stormwater design simulates natural systems to improve 
the site’s natural hydrology. Sustainable water management includes collection and storage, bio-filtration and natural swales.
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B U L C O C K  S T R E E T 
C A L O U N D R A

Location: Caloundra, 
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Main Street
Site area: 750m long x 18m 
wide (building frontage to 
building front) North/South 
facing
Completed:
Designer: Sunshine Coast 
Council - Design and 
Placemaking Services
Developer/ Client: Sunshine 
Coast Council

Project overview 

Named after produce merchant Robert 
Bulcock, Bulcock Street is a traditional 
main street and the civic focus of 
Caloundra.  The street orientation is 
east to west, between Tay Ave and the 
Moreton Parade roundabout. 

Bulcock Street sits 10m above sea level 
and is characterised by its lush green 
tree canopy and, from key vantage 
points, views across Moreton Bay and 
Pumicestone Passage toward  
Bribie Island. 

The street has been designed to 
prioritise the creation of an engaging, 
comfortable and safe place for 
pedestrians. 
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03 Place based public art reflects and reinterprets the  
local history of the area and animates the street.

01 Large canopy tree species have been selected to provide shade and shelter  
along the street, creating a climatically comfortable and attractive  
environment for pedestrians.
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07 Telecommunication, gas, power and water services have 
been accommodated underground to ‘free up’ the street for 
pedestrians, shade trees, street furniture and cafe seating.

08 Flush kerbs provide a continuous accessible street surface 
for all pedestrians. Natural stone paving provides visual and 
textural way-finding at crossings and intersections.

04 06 The materials palette is inspired by the colours and textures of 
Caloundra. Footpaths feature exposed aggregate concrete with 
muted earthy tones and textures. Timber clad bespoke seating 
and interpretative elements are used along the street to mark 
places to rest and watch.

Views along the street are terminated by large Fig Trees, planted 
at the street intersections.

205 - DRAFT



09 The street has been designed to support weekend markets and other special events.
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P I C C A B E E N  G R E E N 
T O W N  S Q U A R E

Location:Palmwoods, 
Sunshine Coast, Qld
Description: Public Place
Site area:   
COMPLETED:
Designers: Sunshine Coast 
Council - Design and 
Placemaking Services
AND POMo 

Project overview 

Palmwoods is a historic town tucked 
into the foothills of the Blackall Range. 
The undulating topography and 
woodlands help define the towns 
distinctive character. Vistas over 
farmlands to the west and the backdrop 
of the steep ridge of the Blackall Range 
also contribute to the character of the 
town and strengthen its connection 
to the surrounding area. The town 
is named after the Piccabeen Palm 
groves that were once a significant 
feature of the landscape.  

The Town Centre, prominently featuring 
Piccabeen Palms, is the focal point of 
the town linking the railway station, Little 
Main Street and Main Street. 
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03 Public art, interpretative elements and wayfinding signage  
has been used to tell the stories of Palmwoods.

02 The Town Square design connects to the pre-settlement  
landscape by incorporating fifty-four new Piccabeen Palms.
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07 The design of the Town Square has improved pedestrian 
accessibility through town by providing Universal Access  
across level changes. 

08 The Town Square is the civic heart for Palmwoods, a place 
where the community can meet, gather to celebrate,  
socialise or quietly reflect.

06 The material palette and construction techniques are inspired by 
the history, colours and textures of Palmwoods.

04 The Town Square has an important community role creating a 
visual focal point for surrounding cafes, shops, businesses and 
community building.
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09 The Town Square connects the railway station, Little Main Street and Main Street 
 supporting commercial resilience and fostering a strong sense of community.
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The Sunshine Coast Design book aims 
to inspire and encourage good design 
for the Sunshine Coast. 

Design plays a pivotal role in the 
liveability of our region. Architecture 
and landscape make a powerful 
contribution to the look and feel of the 
Sunshine Coast, and we all have the 
opportunity to champion this aim.  
 
The future of the Sunshine Coast lies 
in our hands. We all have a part to play, 
from what we do in our front and back 
gardens to how we develop our new 
suburbs. It is up to all of us to do all we 
can to help create a sustainable and 
prosperous future for our beautiful  
Sunshine Coast.

Closing
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The material contained in 
this document is provided for 
informational purposes only. 
Readers/users are responsible 
for making their own assessment 
of the information provided. The 
information in this document 
is general in nature and does 
not take into account individual 
circumstances or situations. It is 
not intended to constitute advice, 
whether professional or legal. All 
figures and diagrams are indicative 
only and should be referred  
to as such.  
 
The information contained in this 
document is based on available 
information at the time of writing. 
While the Sunshine Coast Council 
has exercised reasonable care in 
preparing this document, it does 
not warrant or represent that it is 
accurate or complete. 
Council or its officers accept 
no responsibility for any loss 
occasioned to any person acting 
or refraining from acting in reliance 
upon any material contained in  
this document.  

Disclaimer

DRAFT



Sunshine Coast Council  
wishes to thank all those who have 
contributed to the development 
and production of this book.  Many 
individuals and organisations have 
provided input and advice. While 
it is not possible to list them all 
individually, all contributors  
are acknowledged and  
greatly appreciated.

This book was produced by the 
Design and Placemaking Branch 
of Sunshine Coast Council. Special 
thanks to Cathryn Chatburn 
(content), Chris Peckham (video), 
Andrew Maccoll, Andre Eberle, 
Kristy Weller and Ryan Shelton of 
Saturate Studio (creative direction, 
graphic design, tone of voice and 
photography), Lindy Johnston and 
team (marketing and promotion) 
and Candace Marshall (production) 
for their professional input and 
for working so well with the very 
grateful Sunshine Coast Council 
project team—Sarah Chalkley,  
Chris Hodgson, Erin Johnston  
and Tony Holzberger. 
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Accessibility
The ability to reach desired goods, 
services, activities and destinations. 
Accessibility can be viewed from different 
perspectives, such as from the perspective 
of a particular location, a particular group, 
or a particular activity.

Adaptable
In this context, a building, place or space 
that is able to adjust to new conditions, or 
to be modified for a new purpose.

Adaptation
The process of adjusting to actual or 
expected climate and its effects.

Affordable living
The availability of a diverse range of 
sustainable housing options to suit all 
income levels and household types, 
appropriately located within self-contained 
neighbourhoods with convenient walk, 
cycle and public transport access to 
service and employment.

Agricultural land
Includes land with current and potential 
cropping of various intensities and pasture 
of various types.

Amenity
The quality of a location or landscape that 
makes it pleasant or agreeable or that 
contributes to a comfortable and pleasant 
life.

Best practice
The application of measures that 
are comparable with acknowledged 
successful measures applied nationally 
and internationally.

Biodiversity
The natural diversity of wildlife and the 
environmental conditions necessary for its 
survival.

Building height
Means:
a. if specified in metres—the vertical 
distance between the ground level and the 
highest point of the building roof (apex) 
or parapet at any point, but not including 
any load-bearing antenna, aerial, chimney, 
flagpole or the like
b. if specified in storeys—the number of 
storeys above ground level 

c. if specified in both metres and storeys, 
both (a) and (b) apply.

Built environment
The components that make up a system 
of buildings, facilities and infrastructure 
services.

Built form
The predominant shape, scale and 
character of a single or group of buildings.

Canopy cover/Tree cover
The area occupied by tree foliage when 
seen in plan view (that is, birds eye view) 
either estimated in square metres for 
individual trees from field measures of the 
tree canopy spread or measured from 
aerial, satellite or LiDAR imagery analysis. 
It is and expressed as square metres or 
percentage of land cover within a defined 
area such as road reserves, suburbs or 
local areas.

Character
The intrinsic features and innate qualities 
of an area (including natural, built, cultural 
and spiritual) that create a sense of 
connection in people.

Character (landscape)
A distinct, recognisable and consistent 
pattern of elements that makes one 
landscape different from another, and 
often conveys a distinctive ‘sense of place’. 
This term does not imply a level of value or 
importance.

Character (building)
A building within a character area that 
contributes to and reinforces the identified 
and predominant character of the area. 

Characteristic
A feature or quality belonging typically to a 
place or thing and serving to identify them.

Climate change
Natural and human induced changes to 
the climate measured by to increased 
levels of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere.
 

Coast
The coastal foreshore and adjacent areas.

Community hub

A space where communities gather and 
meet, supported by a range of compatible 
land uses including residential, retail, 
commercial (economic/employment), 
open space, social infrastructure, 
education, transport, essential services 
and technology uses.

Context and character study
A record of the intrinsic features and innate 
qualities of an area (including natural, built, 
cultural and spiritual) that create a sense of 
connection in people.

Corridor
A belt of land linking two other areas or 
following a road or river.

Culture 
A set of ideas, beliefs and ways of 
behaving of a particular organisation or 
group of people.

Cultural heritage
An expression of the ways of living 
developed by a community and passed on 
from generation to generation, including 
customs, practices, places, objects, artistic 
expressions and values.

Deep soil 
A deep soil zone enables the planting of 
significant vegetation, with the ability for it 
to grow to a healthy mature size. 

Elevate 
To improve the status or importance of 
someone or something.

Environment
The physical and biological surroundings 
in which plants, animals and people live 
and interact. It encompasses the natural 
environment, the built environment 
we create, and how we live in such 
environments.

Equitable
In this context, a built environment that is 
fair and accessible for all citizens.
 

Heat island effect
An urban environmental phenomenon 
whereby hard surfaces that conduct and 
store heat well and don’t reflect it, increase 
the surrounding temperature and retain 
heat compared to surrounding areas less 
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dominated by built form.

Heritage
Qualities and attributes possessed by 
places and objects that have aesthetic, 
historic, scientific, cultural or social value 
for past, present or future generations.

Human scale
Creating and designing a built environment 
and surroundings from the perspective of 
the pedestrian at street level.

Inclusive
In this context, a building, place or space 
that embraces the community and 
individuals who use it.

Infill development
A new development that occurs within 
an established urban area, where the site 
or area is either vacant or has previously 
been used for another urban purpose. The 
scale of development can range from the 
creation of one additional residential lot to 
a major mixed-use redevelopment.

Infrastructure 
The transport, water cycle management, 
energy generation, waste management, 
information and telecommunications, 
environmental management, open space 
and social systems and facilities required 
to support the sustainable growth of a 
region. 

Landscape 
The network of the natural environment 
and agricultural lands, integrated with the 
parks, pathways, greenways, open spaces, 
squares, plazas, trees, vegetation and 
gardens within the built environment and 
the topography it all sits upon.

Liveability
The sum of factors that add up to a 
community’s quality of life now and in 
the future, including the built and natural 
environments, economic prosperity, social 
stability and wellbeing, equity and access, 
and education, cultural and recreation 
opportunities.

Natural environment
Resources such as water, soil, air, plants 
and animals and the ecological and 
physical processes that affect them.

Neighbourhood 
An urban residential area with a form that 
facilitates walk and cycle access to local 
services and facilities, including integrated 
public transport options.

Non-renewable energy 
A natural resource such as coal, gas or oil 
that, once consumed, cannot be replaced. 

Open spaces
Outdoor spaces that are generally 
accessible to the community and provide 
for a range of sport, recreation, cultural, 
entertainment or leisure pursuits.

Public realm
This refers to publicly accessible areas 
including open spaces, buildings and 
facilities (such as civic buildings, streets, 
pathways and parks).

Region
The area within the Sunshine Coast local 
government area.

Regional ecosystem
The interaction of organisms, vegetation, 
geology, land type and soil within a specific 
region. 

Resilience
Can be described as the capacity of 
individuals, communities and systems to 
survive, adapt and grow, no matter what 
kinds of chronic stresses and acute shocks 
they experience. It is about being able to 
turn vulnerabilities into opportunities.

Streetscape
The collective combination of urban form 
elements that constitute the view of a 
street and its public and private domains. 
These elements include buildings, roads, 
footpaths, vegetation, open spaces and 
street furniture.

Sub-tropical climate 
Relating to a warm and wet climate, often 
in parts of the world just north and south of 
the tropics.

Sustainability
A balanced approach that meets the 
social, economic and environmental needs 
of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs.

Topography
Major land surface features such as hills, 
valleys and plains.

Value
Improvements to the wellbeing of the 
organisation, the community, quality of life 
and/or economic prosperity.

Value (landscape)
Any aspect of landscape or views that 
people consider to be an important value. 
This may be reflected in local, state or 
federal planning regulations or other 
published documents, be established 
through community consultation and 
engagement, or be professionally 
assessed.

Vegetation
Trees, plants and all other organisms of 
vegetable origin, whether living or dead.

View
Any sight, prospect or field of vision 
as seen from a place. It may be wide 
or narrow, partial or full, pleasant or 
unattractive, distinctive or nondescript, and 
may include background, mid-ground and/
or foreground elements or features.

View corridors
Three-dimensional spaces that 
connect public viewing locations with 
seen landscape areas. Important view 
corridors connect significant and popular 
viewpoints with areas of high scenic 
amenity.

Visual amenity
The attractiveness of a scene or view.

Wayfinding 
The process or activity of determining 
one’s position and planning and following 
a route. 
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