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Executive Summary 
The Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve Management Plan describes the reserve’s ecological, 
cultural, and social values and how these will be managed over the next 10 years. The primary goal 
of reserve management will be to ensure native plants, animals and habitats are healthy, resilient 
and valued by the community, contributing to the biodiversity outcomes of Sunshine Coast Council’s 
(council’s) Environment and Liveability Strategy 2017.  

Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve is within the lands of the Kabi Kabi First Nation. Mount 
Ninderry is important to Aboriginal people and many of the wider community and is a significant 
place within the South East Queensland songlines network. Characterised by its ancient geological 
landform rising 304 metres above sea level, Mount Ninderry is an iconic landscape feature of the 
Sunshine Coast coastal plain. The whole reserve and surrounding landscape have evidence of past 
activities of the Kabi Kabi Traditional Owners, making this area culturally and historically significant. 

Located within walking distance of the surrounding peri-urban community and within proximity of 
many coastal villages, the reserve is a popular site for day visitors to enjoy a healthy hike and take 
in the beauty of our local area. A walking track leads to the summit, offering spectacular coastal and 
hinterland views.    

Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve protects 199 hectares of core habitat including 60 hectares 
added in 2013 through council’s Environment Levy Land Acquisition Program.  

Within this large protected area there are eight different regional ecosystems (REs) including a large 
area of ‘endangered’ subtropical lowland rainforest (RE 12.3.1) and four other ‘of concern’ regional 
ecosystems (RE12.3.2, RE12.12.10, RE12.12.12 and RE12.12.14).   

The whole site supports a diverse and unique wildlife assemblage including a pair of peregrine 
falcons (Falco peregrinus) nesting high on the cliffs of Mount Ninderry.  It is estimated there are only 
25–35 known breeding pairs of this bird in South East Queensland (DES 2016).   

Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve protects an area of high biodiversity. Fauna surveys have 
identified 150 different types of mammals, frogs, reptiles, fish, and crustaceans within the reserve. 
This includes koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus) grey-headed flying-fox (Pteropus poliocephalus); 
tusked frog (Adelotis brevis) and glossy black-cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathamii) which are all 
listed as vulnerable under either or both the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act 1999 and Nature Conservation (NC) Act 1992.  

The rufous fantail (Rhipidura rufifrons) and the black faced monarch (Monarcha melanopsis) are 
listed migratory birds which rely on the habitats of Mount Ninderry.   

Flora surveys identified 349 native plants including the ‘endangered’ Plectranthus torrenticola and 
Triunia robusta, ‘vulnerable’ Macadamia ternifolia and the ‘near threatened’ Pararistolochia 
praevenosa.  

The Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve Management Plan is supported by council’s 
Environmental Reserves Network Management Plan (ERNMP), an overarching guide to reserve 
management across the Sunshine Coast. From this, the Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve is in 
the “Bushland Reserve” category. 

The management intent for a reserve in the bushland category is to “protect and enhance the site’s 
significant ecological values whilst also supporting unsupervised sustainable nature-based 
activities”. Further to this, the management plan for Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve aims to 
ensure the site’s cultural values are also respected. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: National Reserve System Principles of Protected Area 
Management 

Interconnectedness of values and places 

Protected area management aims to incorporate and integrate natural values, Indigenous cultural 
values and broader community and historic heritage values. 

Protected areas are also part of broader bioregional, social, cultural and economic landscape and 
they should be managed in this context. 

Good neighbour 

Protected area managers are economically and socially part of local and regional communities and 
recognise the need to be valued, responsible, and active local and regional community participants 
and members. 

Community participation and collaboration 

Protected areas are conserved for the benefit of and with the support of the community and this is 
best achieved through awareness, understanding and involvement. 

Environmental stewardship 

Responsibility for protecting and conserving protected area values extends beyond the management 
body to include lessees, licensees, relevant public and private authorities, visitors, neighbours and 
the wider community. 

Transparent decision making 

The framework and processes for decision-making should be open and transparent.  The reasons 
for making decisions should be publicly available, except to the extent that information, including 
information that is culturally sensitive or commercial-in-confidence, needs to be treated as 
confidential. 

Effective and adaptive management 

Protected area management should apply an adaptive management approach to support continuous 
improvement in management.  This includes monitoring the outcomes of management and taking 
account of the findings of monitoring and other research to improve management effectiveness.  
Management decisions should have a firm scientific basis or be supported by relevant experience.  
Management bodies need to maintain and improve their capacity to learn from experience, to value 
and build staff expertise and draw on input from other stakeholders. 

Appropriate use 

Access to and use of protected areas must be consistent with the long-term protection of their values, 
the maintenance of physical and ecological processes and agreed management objectives.  

Indigenous people’s knowledge and role 

Protected areas are part of landscapes that have supported and continue to give identity to 
Indigenous people who have traditional and historical connections to and knowledge of the land.  
Indigenous people are recognised and respected as the original custodians of the lands, waters, 
animals and plants within protected areas.  Their living and spiritual connections with the land 
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through traditional laws, customs and beliefs passed on from their ancestors are also recognised. 
The role of Indigenous organisations in the protection and management of country is acknowledged. 

Applying the “precautionary principle” 

Protection of the natural and cultural heritage of the NRS should include identifying and taking 
appropriate actions to avert and actively manage emerging threats and risks.  Effective management 
must be based on the best available information.  However, where there are threats or potential 
threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a 
reason for postponing measures to prevent environmental degradation or harmful disturbance to 
natural and cultural places.   

Inter-generational and intra-generational equity 

Management seeks to ensure that the health, diversity and productivity of the environment and the 
integrity and significance of cultural places are maintained or enhanced for the benefit of future 
generations and that decisions affecting current generations are socially equitable. 
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Appendix 2:  Sunshine Coast Priority regional ecosystems  

Limited Sunshine Coast pre-clearing extent less 
than 200 hectares 
Limited Sunshine Coast pre-clearing extent less 
than 500 hectares 
Lost more than 70% of its Sunshine Coast pre-
clearing extent 
Lost more than 80% of its Sunshine Coast pre-
clearing extent 
Lost more than 90% of its Sunshine Coast pre-
clearing extent 

2a. Status of vegetation communities on the Sunshine Coast. 

Vegetation 
Community 

Regional 
Ecosystem 

Pre-clearing 
extent (Ha) 

Current 
extent 
(Ha) 

Conservation 
status 
(VMA 1999) 

SCLGA 
Loss 
(%) 

SCLGA 
(2012) 
Poorly 
Conserved 
REs 
(Adequacy - 
10% of Pre-
clearing) 

SEQ  
Poorly 
Conserved 
REs 
(Adequacy - 
10% of Pre-
clearing)  

EPBC 
EEC/LSR 

Eucalypt  12.5.3 14,968 2,413 Endangered 84   
Eucalypt  12.3.11 20,561 959 Of Concern 95   
Rainforest  12.3.1 5,894 3,073 Endangered 48    
Rainforest 12.8.13 580 192 Of Concern 67    
Rainforest 12.8.3 

12,760 1,565 
Least 

Concern 
88 

  

Rainforest 12.11.10 
24,496 4,690 

Least 
Concern 

81 
  

Eucalypt 12.8.8 3,457 579 Of Concern 83   
Rainforest 12.5.13 38 32 Endangered 16    
Eucalypt 12.12.12 9,933 1,180 Of Concern 88   
Eucalypt 12.11.14 3,642 396 Of Concern 89   
Eucalypt 12.9-10.7a 1,698 263 Of Concern 85   
Eucalypt 12.8.14 

1,017 210 
Least 

Concern 
79 

 

Eucalypt 12.3.2 10,463 4,794 Of Concern 54   
Eucalypt 12.11.16x1 617 444 Endangered 28   
Eucalypt 12.11.16 467 *491 Endangered   
Eucalypt 12.8.24 19 17 Endangered 11   
Eucalypt 12.5.12 340 140 Of Concern 59   
Eucalypt 12.3.11a 9 4 Of Concern 56   
Eucalypt 12.9-10.7 10 8 Of Concern 19   
Melaleuca 12.3.7b 

164 105 
Least 

Concern 
36 

  

Eucalypt 12.9-10.14 
17,983 7,770 

Least 
Concern 

57 
  

Eucalypt 12.9-10.14a 
3,819 1,426 

Least 
Concern 

63 
  

Eucalypt 12.11.5e 
622 367 

Least 
Concern 

41 
  

Eucalypt 12.11.3b 
127 101 

Least 
Concern 

21 
  

Eucalypt 12.5.6a 0.05 0.05 Endangered 0   
Eucalypt 12.8.8a 67 22 Of Concern 68  
Melaleuca 12.3.7  

1,025 460 
Least 

Concern 
55 

 

Eucalypt 12.9-10.17 
2,462 1,328 

Least 
Concern 

46 
 

Eucalypt 12.11.5 
112 110 

Least 
Concern 

3 
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Vegetation 
Community 

Regional 
Ecosystem 

Pre-clearing 
extent (Ha) 

Current 
extent 
(Ha) 

Conservation 
status 
(VMA 1999) 

SCLGA 
Loss 
(%) 

SCLGA 
(2012) 
Poorly 
Conserved 
REs 
(Adequacy - 
10% of Pre-
clearing) 

SEQ  
Poorly 
Conserved 
REs 
(Adequacy - 
10% of Pre-
clearing)  

EPBC 
EEC/LSR 

Rainforest 12.9-10.16 2,783 1,664 Of Concern 40  
Rainforest 12.12.1 5,688 4,318 Of Concern 24  
Rainforest 12.12.16 

3,951 1,584 
Least 

Concern 
60 

 

Rainforest 12.8.9 
31 27 

Least 
Concern 

15 
 

Rainforest 12.11.1 
4,568 4,155 

Least 
Concern 

9 
 

Eucalypt 12.5.2 685 248 Endangered 64  
Eucalypt 12.5.6 1,655 1,192 Endangered 28  
Heath 12.12.19x2 26 4 Of Concern 85  
Melaleuca 12.3.6 

2,817 820 
Least 

Concern 
71 

 

Eucalypt 12.9-10.1 10,406 4,721 Of Concern 55  
Heath 12.3.8 281 215 Of Concern 24  
Heath 12.2.13 140 64 Of Concern 55  
Mangrove 12.1.1 

909 624 
Least 

Concern 
31 

 

Foredune 12.2.5a  
31 19 

Least 
Concern 

38 
 

Melaleuca 12.2.7a  
74 30 

Least 
Concern 

60 
 

Melaleuca 12.2.7c 
174 154 

Least 
Concern 

11 
 

Melaleuca 12.3.5a 
1,351 499 

Least 
Concern 

63 
 

Eucalypt 12.5.4 
77 56 

Least 
Concern 

28 
 

Eucalypt 12.9-10.4 
10,858 3,822 

Least 
Concern 

65 
 

Eucalypt 12.9-10.17a 
203 116 

Least 
Concern 

43 
 

Eucalypt 12.9-10.17d 
3,418 1,975 

Least 
Concern 

42 
 

Eucalypt 12.11.5j  
32 32 

Least 
Concern 

0 
 

Heath 12.3.14 1,126 320 Of Concern 72 
Heath 12.9-10.22 323 81 Of Concern 75 
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2b. Occurrence and status of “Lowland Rainforest of Sub-tropical Australia” on the Sunshine Coast.  

Regional 
Ecosystem 

Sunshine 
Coast Pre-
clearing 
extent  

(ha) 

Sunshine 
Coast 
Current 
extent 

(ha) 

Conservation 
status 

(VMA 1999) 

SCLGA1 
Loss 
(%) 

SCLGA (2012) 

Poorly 
Conserved REs 
(Adequacy - 
10% of Pre-
clearing) 

SEQ  

Poorly Conserved 
REs 

(Adequacy - 10% of 
Pre-clearing)  

12.3.1 4,627 1,840 Endangered 60   

12.12.1 5,386 4,058 Of Concern 25 

12.12.16 3,879 1,561 Least Concern 60 

1 SCLGA – Sunshine Coast Local Government Area 
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Appendix 3:  Land Parcel mapping, state significant vegetation, habitat 
and biodiversity and condition mapping Land Parcel Information
(a) Land Parcel Map
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b) Regional Ecosystems
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c) Lowland rainforest status
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d) Core and Connecting Habitat
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e) SCC Regional Open Space Planning Areas 
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f) Vegetation Condition Assessments - Bushland Operational Assessments 2013 and 2007
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Appendix 4: Flora Species List 

Flora Assessment: Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve (2013 Environment Levy – Lower Section – Lot 367). ECO 9 Pty Ltd – Garry Thomas. 
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Flora Assessment: Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve (2004– Northern Sections –Lot 118, Lot 
20, Lot 976, Lot 47). ECO 9 Pty Ltd – Garry Thomas. 
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In addition to the above, there is an undescribed plant that has been recorded within 
the reserve: Platysace sp. (Mt Ninderry P.R.Sharpe+ 2092) (E Bowerman 2021, 
personal communication, 7 October).    
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Appendix 5: Restricted Matter Invasive Plants and Locally Significant Plant 
Pests 

 
Flora Assessment: Mount Ninderry Environment Reserve (2013 Environment Levy – Lower 
Section – Lot 367). ECO 9 Pty Ltd – Garry Thomas. 
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Appendix 6: Fauna Species Lists  

Fauna survey – Preliminary assessment of mammal and reptile fauna of Mount Ninderry Reserve 
Spring and Autumn survey – southern section – appendix 7 from Future Plus report. 
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Survey list provided by Ed Meyer (personal communications – March 2016) 

Spotted eel (Anguilla reinhardtii) 

Crimson-spot rainbowfish (Melanotaenia duboulayi) 

Ornate rainbowfish  (Rhadinocentrus ornatus) 

Empire gudgeon (Hypseleotris compressa) 

Fire-tailed gudgeon (Hypseleotris galii) 

Striped gudgeon (Gobiomorphus australis) 

Freshwater prawn (Macrobrachium sp.) 

Shrimp (Paratya sp.) 

Orange-fingered yabby (Cherax depressus) 
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Appendix 7: Back on Track - Species Prioritisation Framework 

Actions identified within the Back on Track (BoT) framework which relate to the Mt Ninderry 
reserve (and specifically for these six species identified on the site), include the following:  

 

• Provision of spatial data and habitat information of the species to inform Back on Track incentive 
schemes, and ‘confluence of issues mapping’ 

• Encourage use of mechanisms that enable the protection of regrowth and understorey vegetation 
particularly within BoT priority species habitat areas 

• Include protection of important habitat areas and linkages for BoT priority species in planning 
schemes. This should include details of the buffers required  

• Use an environmental levy to purchase and manage important habitat areas for BoT priority 
species 

• Assess and, where appropriate, improve protection (e.g. by changing tenure) of local government 
owned / managed land (e.g. bush care and rehabilitation sites) containing or adjoining BoT 
priority species' habitat. 

• Revegetate with plants that are known habitat (including food plants) for BoT priority species. 

• Coordinate targeted community education in areas of BoT priority species habitat and buffers 
about the importance of maintaining viable and intact habitat areas. This program should also 
include education about the impacts of the clearance of ‘untidy’ undergrowth and understorey on 
BoT priority species and the importance of retaining standing dead trees 

• Continue education of landholders with conservation covenants / agreements about the 
importance of retaining and enhancing vegetation within them and provide information on BoT 
priority species habitat requirements produced under action SEQ 11.2.4. 

• Educate people in urban and rural areas about the importance of the grey-headed flying-fox and 
their conservation. 

• Continue improving information on roosting sites in the flying-fox database (including times used 
by flying-foxes throughout the year, species composition and abundance and vegetation 
description) to determine which sites are critical to their survival and to continue satellite tracking 
to determine foraging and roosting patterns and input data onto WildNet. 

• Target promotion of voluntary conservation covenants / agreements to landholders within key 
habitat areas for BoT priority species. 

• Continue support for the Land for Wildlife programs, and include the provision of information on 
BoT priority species and their habitat, specifically information produced under action SEQ 11.2.4. 

• Liaise with any community groups undertaking revegetation work to assist with targeting this work 
on increasing the populations, habitat area and quality, including the use of plants that are known 
habitat (including food plants), for BoT priority species. Target areas based on results of action 
SEQ 11.2.4. 

• Monitor the effectiveness of the code of practice (that restricts the clearing of vegetation on 
freehold land) in protecting BoT priority species. 

• Promote research and surveys on freehold and public land to survey for BoT priority species and 
to identify suitable habitat for BoT priority species to help target rehabilitation / protection actions. 
Provide survey records to WildNet. NB: Specific locality information for Caustis blakei subsp. 
macrantha, Melaleuca irbyana, Stephen's banded snake, Oxleyan pygmy perch and honey blue-
eye to be kept confidential to protect against illegal collection. 

• Produce Essential Habitat mapping for BoT priority species. 



 

  41 

• Continue to improve knowledge of flying-fox roost sites (including times used by flying-foxes 
throughout the year, species composition and abundance and vegetation description) to 
determine which sites are critical to the survival of the grey-headed flying-fox. 

• Include BoT priority species within the EHP Biodiversity Assessment and Mapping Methodology 
(BAMM) and the review of the Regional Nature Conservation Strategy, and reflect the 
significance and requirements of BoT priority species in the relevant biodiversity planning 
assessments (BPAs) for the SEQ NRM region. 

• Develop management plans for critical grey-headed flying-fox roosting and feeding sites. These 
would include agreed management actions for defined management zones. 

• Raise awareness among relevant assessing officers and managers of relevant local government 
development assessment, strategic planning and maintenance teams of the importance of 
protection of BoT priority species and their habitat. 

• Participate in collecting distribution data and monitoring BoT priority species within and adjoining 
urban areas and peri-urban areas. Data to be included into WildNet. NB: Specific locality 
information for Blandfordia grandiflora, Phaius australis, P. bernaysii, Oxleyan pygmy perch and 
honey blue-eye to be kept confidential to protect against illegal collection. 

• Establish conservation agreements / covenants on properties that contain known or potential 
habitat for multiple BoT priority species to protect regrowth, reduce habitat loss and degradation 
and/or carry out rehabilitation work. Target areas based on results of actions SEQ 11.5.1, 2 and 4 
once completed. 

• Facilitate access to incentives aimed to retain, maintain and enhance vegetation (e.g. natural 
debris left in situ, stock watering points kept away from creeks, maintain large intact paddock 
trees, planting shade line of trees on properties that are wide enough to provide ecological 
benefits, keep shrubby areas when clearing for grass to feed stock, maintain remnant and 
riparian vegetation and rehabilitate riparian areas) where known or potential habitat for multiple 
BoT priority species occur. Target areas based on results of actions SEQ 11.5.1, 2 and 4 once 
completed. 

• Encourage use of current mechanisms, such as the establishment of voluntary conservation 
covenants / agreements, that enable the protection of regrowth and understorey vegetation, to 
improve BoT priority species buffer, corridor and linkage areas. 

• Include important habitat areas and linkages for BoT priority species as produced under actions 
SEQ 12.2.1. and SEQ 12.2.3. into Planning Schemes. NB: Specific locality information for 
Stephen's banded snake to be kept confidential to protect against illegal collection. 

• Use information on BoT priority species habitat requirements and connectivity of their habitat 
(refer actions SEQ 12.2.1. and SEQ 12.2.3.) to assist targeting Land for Wildlife agreements. 

• Use Environmental Levy's to purchase and manage important habitat areas and linkages (refer 
action SEQ 12.2.1. and SEQ 12.2.3.) for BoT priority species. 

• Increase enforcement / compliance with environmental covenants placed on developments within 
corridor / linkage areas where BoT priority species and / or their habitat occur. 

• Promote the installation of appropriate ‘eco-infrastructure’ (as identified under action SEQ 
12.5.4.) such as ropes, land bridges, underpasses, fish-friendly crossings that accompany new 
roads and road upgrade projects for new developments to allow movement of BoT priority 
species between habitat fragments. 

• Assess and, where appropriate, improve protection (e.g. by changing tenure) of local government 
owned / managed land (e.g. bush care and rehabilitation sites) containing or adjoining BoT 
priority species habitat to improve habitat patch size and connectivity. 

• Investigate strategic incentives to protect vegetation for environmental linkages that connect BoT 
priority species habitat. 
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• Maximise environmental linkages for BoT priority species through utilising public recreation 
areas, such as walking trails, to also function as vegetation corridors between larger reserves.  

• Revegetate with plants that are known habitat (including food plants) for BoT priority species in 
areas where this will reduce fragmentation of habitat (using the results of action SEQ 12.2.1.). 

• Target revegetation works to increase landscape connectivity for BoT priority species where 
possible. 

• Liaise with adjoining regional groups and catchment management authorities to identify 
opportunities to increase cross-regional landscape connectivity for BoT priority species. 

• In partnership identify the major weeds that are threatening important habitat areas for BoT 
priority species (or the species themselves) and to assess the level of infestation.  

• In partnership identify the sources of major weeds (impacting on BoT priority species) at the 
catchment level and assess both the future potential impact of these sources and the effort 
needed to eradicate them. 

• Provide urban ratepayers in target areas with quality information, including identification 
information, for relevant BoT priority species and ways to minimise their impact. 

• Encourage landholders with known or potential habitat for BoT priority species to implement 
appropriate weed control for these species. 

• Reduce the introduction of new weed species into protected areas and prevent the spread of 
existing weeds within protected areas by implementing hygiene protocols for people, vehicles and 
materials. 

• In consultation develop an education program for local government officers (who carry out weed 
control, develop weed management plans and identify declared weeds in shires) regarding the 
impacts of weeds on BoT priority species and the need to identify the weeds that affect these 
species (Queensland Government 2016). 
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Appendix 8: Reserve category assessment 

Opportunities Risks 

Bushland Reserve (for multi-use or shared use recreational activities such as walking, rock climbing, mountain bikes and guided tours) 

 Provide economic benefit to the local community  

 Increased public surveillance of illegal activities 

 Recreational trails used simultaneously as fire breaks to facilitate 
prescribed mosaic burns  

 Opportunities to involve the local community in site-based management of 
trails and weeds 

 Provide recreational opportunities to cater for expected population growth 
in locality and adjacent localities 

 Opportunities to engage with community over trail proposal and design 

 More opportunity to accommodate communities’ different requests for 
access – rock climbing, extend trail network, mountain bikes etc) 

 
 

 Moderate to high potential for weed entry via recreational trails 

 Feral and domestic animals are known to utilise recreational trails to 
increase activity/access to bushland areas 

 High risk of increased access for domestic dogs which may in turn 
impact wildlife directly or indirectly (Banks and Bryant 2007), including 
listed ‘threatened’ species such as koala (Phascolarctos cinereus).  

 Increase potential for illegal access by trail bikes using multi-use 
recreational trails  

 Moderate to high potential for erosion along trails 

 Potential to impact on important habitat areas and EVNT species if trails 
are expanded to accommodate greater use 

 Increased risk of unplanned fire ignition, presenting a significant risk to 
sensitive habitats and listed ‘threatened’ species.  

 Potential spread of pathogens that may impact habitats and listed 
‘threatened’ species (e.g. myrtle rust) 

 Trails and increased traffic may create potential barriers for sensitive 
fauna  

 Financial costs associated with the installation and maintenance of 
recreational infrastructure 

 Potential barrier to obtaining perpetual protection of values through a 
legally binding mechanism such as a Nature Refuge under the NCA. 

 Safety issues and potential conflict associated with multi-use and no 
opportunity to separate trails due to limitations at this site  

 Expanded car parking footprint - Increased car parking is potentially 
required to facilitate utilisation of trails 
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Opportunities Risks 

Bushland Reserve (for low impact walking trails only – no mountain bikes) 

 Provide economic benefit to the local community  

 Enables appreciation and awareness of natural landscape values and 
provides incentives for preservation  

 Increased public surveillance of illegal activities 

 Recreational trails used simultaneously as fire breaks to facilitate 
prescribed mosaic burns  

 Opportunities to engage with community over trail proposal and design 

 Opportunities to involve the local community in site-based management of 
trails and weeds 

 Meets community expectations to provide more trails in natural areas  

 Opportunities for education and interpretive signage 

 Single use trails provide safety for bush walkers and other low impact 
recreational users 

 Provide recreational opportunities to cater for expected population growth 
in locality and adjacent localities 

 The Recreational Trails Plan 2012 identifies that there is distinct lack of 
trails for local users.  

 Currently there are no reserves designated for low impact recreation in 
close proximity 

 Walking has the highest participation rate of all physical activities Australia 
wide and in Southeast Queensland (Recreational Trail Plan 2012)  

 Address the suggestion by walkers, bird watchers and environmentalists to 
be separated from mountain bike riders (Sunshine Coast Recreation Trail 
Plan 2012) 

 Reduced Trail maintenance cost 

 

 

 

 

 

 Potential for weed entry via recreational trails 

 Feral and domestic animals are known to utilise recreational trails to 
increase activity/access to bushland areas 

 High risk of increased access for domestic dogs which may in turn 
impact wildlife directly or indirectly (Banks and Bryant 2007), including 
listed ‘threatened’ species such as koala (Phascolarctos cinereus).  

 Increase potential for illegal access via recreational trails 

 Some potential for erosion along trails 

 Potential to impact on important habitat areas and EVNT species 

 Increased risk of unplanned fire ignition, presenting a significant risk to 
sensitive habitats and listed ‘threatened’ species.  

 Potential spread of pathogens that may impact habitats and listed 
‘threatened’ species (e.g. myrtle rust) 

 Trails and increased traffic to create potential barriers for sensitive fauna 
species 

 Financial costs associated with the installation and maintenance of 
recreational infrastructure 

 Expanded car parking footprint - Increased car parking is potentially 
required to facilitate utilisation of trails 
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Opportunities Risks 

Nature Reserve - controlled access, maintain existing trails   

 Increased opportunities for monitoring, data collection and research 

 Facilitate partnerships with research institutions 

 Provide an outdoor study area for students 

 Research to contribute to conservation at this site and similar sites 

 No net increase to existing trail infrastructure  

 

 Financial costs associated with the installation and maintenance of 
educational infrastructure 

 Current community expectation for unsupervised access 

 

Conservation Reserve - fire trails only 

 No financial costs associated with installation and maintenance of 
educational infrastructure 

 No negative impacts associated with trails and increased traffic 

 Protect areas of high environmental value from human impact 

 Provides control sites for monitoring reserve impacts 

 Limits opportunities for recreational and educational usage and 
associated benefits 

 Limits contribution towards local tourism and associated economic 
benefits 

 Existing trail network and community expectation 

 Close proximity to high density urban population 

 



 

 

 




