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4.1.4 REVENUE POLICY 2016/17 

File No: Budget Development 
Author:  Manager Finance 

Corporate Services Department   
Appendices: App A - 2016/17 Revenue Policy  ................................................ 197   

  
PURPOSE 
A local government must review its Revenue Policy annually and in sufficient time to allow an 
annual budget that is consistent with the Revenue Policy to be adopted for the next financial 
year. 
 
Section 169(2)(c) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires that council include in 
the budget a Revenue Policy. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A local government must review its Revenue Policy annually and in sufficient time to allow an 
annual budget that is consistent with the revenue policy to be adopted for the next financial 
year. The 2016/17 Revenue Policy (Appendix A) per Section 193 of the Local Government 
Regulation 2012 sets out the principles used by council for: 

a) levying rates and charges; 
b) granting concessions for rates and charges; 
c) recovering overdue rates and charges; and 
d) cost-recovery methods. 

 
When adopting the annual budget, council sets rates and charges at a level that will provide 
for both current and future community requirements and grant concessions for pensioners to 
assist property owners to remain in their own home. Council also provides concessions to 
charity organisations and community and sporting groups as they contribute to the health 
and well-being of the community.  
 
The Revenue Policy also provides council guidance with principals of equity, transparency 
and flexibility when acting to recover overdue rates and charges. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “2016/17 Revenue Policy 2016/17” and 
(b) adopt the 2016/2017 Revenue Policy (Appendix A). 
 
 

FINANCE AND RESOURCING 
The framework does not place any financial and resourcing obligations on council, but 
provides the principles for revenue raising for the 2016/17 budget. 
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CORPORATE PLAN 
Corporate Plan Theme: A public sector leader 
Emerging Priority: 5.2 - A financially sustainable organisation 
Strategy: 5.2.2 - Ensure council's finances are well managed and systems 

are in place to analyse performance, generate revenue, reduce 
costs and manage contracts 

CONSULTATION 

Internal Consultation 
Internal consultation was conducted within the Corporate Services Department. 

External Consultation 
No external consultation was required for this report. 

Community Engagement 
No community engagement was required for this report. 

PROPOSAL 
As part of the annual budget, council is required to adopt a Revenue Policy which states the 
guidelines that may be used for preparing the local government’s Revenue Statement, 
including the principles used by council in: 

a) levying of rates and charges:  
Council will set the rates and charges at a level to provide for both current and future 
community requirements.  This includes general rates, special & separate rates and 
charges and other charges.  
 
Council continues to issue half yearly rates notices and promotes by various means of 
communication to ratepayers the issue date of rate notices and the early payment 
discount date. Council offers a wide number of payment options and in certain 
circumstance allows flexible payment arrangements to ratepayers with financial 
difficulties. 
 

b) granting concessions for rates and charges: 
Council may grant a concession for pensioners, charitable organisations, community 
groups and sporting associations.  Also a concession may be granted for economic 
development, per the provisions of the Sunshine Coast Investment Incentive Scheme. 

 
c) recovering overdue rates and charges: 

To reduce the overall rate burden on ratepayers, council is guided by principles of 
equity, treating all ratepayers in similar circumstances in a similar manner with regards 
to their capacity to pay; making clear the obligations of the ratepayer; and allowing 
flexibility for short-term payment arrangements. 

The reference to capacity to pay only refers to the recovery of overdue rates and 
charges. 

 
d) cost-recovery methods: 

All fees and charges will be set with reference to full cost pricing and cost recovery fees 
will be charged up to a maximum of full cost.  Commercial charges will be at 
commercial rates.   
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Council acknowledges the community benefit associated with not-for-profit 
organisations conducting activities on the Sunshine Coast, and therefore all not-for-
profit organisations are exempt from cost recovery fees for applications to conduct 
activities requiring an approval on public and private land within the region. 
 

A local government must review its Revenue Policy annually and in sufficient time to allow an 
annual budget that is consistent with the revenue policy to be adopted for the next financial 
year. 

Legal 
Section 169(2)(c) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires that council include in 
the budget a Revenue Policy. 
 
Section 193 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details what must be included in the 
Revenue Policy. 

Policy 
The Revenue Policy states the guidelines that may be used in preparing the Revenue 
Statement. There have been no changes to the existing policy. 

Risk 
No risks have been identified in relation to this report. 

Previous Council Resolution 
The Revenue Policy for 2015/16 was adopted by council under resolution SM15/13 at the 
meeting held 1 June 2015. 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Revenue Policy 2015/2016”; and 

(b) adopt the 2015/2016 Revenue Policy (Appendix A). 
 

Related Documentation 
The Revenue Statement must form part of the annual budget. 

Critical Dates 
A local government must review its Revenue Policy annually and in sufficient time to allow an 
annual budget that is consistent with the Revenue Policy to be adopted for the next financial 
year. 

Implementation 
The Revenue Policy sets out the principles for the making and levying of rates and charges 
for the 2016/17 financial year. 
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