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9.2. Master Plan  
Figure 3- Palmwoods Sport and Recreation Reserve Master Plan  
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Figure 4- Briggs and Grahame Rae Sports Ground Master Plan  
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10. Funding Opportunities  

For decades the development of sport and recreation facilities throughout Australia has relied 

heavily on funding from government, particularly from the State Government.  The well-

publicised recent difficulties within Queensland and New South Wales in particular with 

rapidly spiralling debt, reducing revenue and increasing expenditure has resulted in state 

government funding being heavily reduced.  Through this difficult economic phase, state 

funding appears to be increasingly allocated only to essential services and those projects 

that can demonstrate long term sustainability.  This setting places greater emphasis on 

sound facility planning as new or upgraded facilities seeking government funding will need to 

more than ever effectively demonstrate the economic and social benefits of any proposed 

project.   

On this basis, it is becoming increasingly important for local government to continue to 

maximise state government funding opportunities, however it is also important to capitalise 

on other funding opportunities.   There are a number of ways council’s fund capital works 

associated with the development of community infrastructure such as community sports 

facilities.  The nature of the project will influence the eligibility, scope and level of external 

funding that can be achieved.  The following information is supplied as a guide that is (to the 

best of our knowledge) current at the time of writing this report.  Sunshine Coast Council 

should not rely on any of the following information without first making its own investigations 

into the relevance, suitability and currency of the funding strategies, grants and subsidies 

described here. 

Examples of existing funding opportunities available to not-for-profit sporting organisations 

are outlined below; 

10.1. Council Grant Opportunities 

There are a number of different council grants available at 

http://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/sitePage.cfm?code=grants   

 for not-for-profit organisations, including: 

10.1.1. Sports Field Maintenance Funding Program  

By way of assistance to the sites, council offers the Sports Field Maintenance Funding 

Program which aims to provide consistent, equitable and appropriate support for sports field 

maintenance across the region for up to a three year period.   
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10.1.2.  Community Grant Program 
 

Grant types include: 

 Individual development grants – up to $500 

 Minor grants – up to $2,000 

 Major grants – over $2,000 and up to $50, 000. 

10.1.3. Community Partnership Program 

Council’s Community Partnership Funding Program offers up to three-year funding towards 

operational expenses. Organisations eligible for the Sports Field Maintenance Funding 

Program are unable to apply for the Community Partnership Program.  

10.2. Community Fundraising  

There are many examples from around Australia where the community has been the catalyst 

to raising significant amounts of money for specific community projects through community 

events and grant applications and community co-operatives.  Such fundraising also endorses 

the community support for projects and can influence the availability of other grants and 

subsidies when applications are lodged. 

10.3. External Funding Sources 

Possible external funding sources are summarised below.   

10.3.1. Federal Government 

The Commonwealth Government through GrantsLINK provides a comprehensive website 

maintained by the Commonwealth Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development and Local Government offering direct links to existing information on 

Commonwealth Government grants programs.   

Regional Development Australia Fund 

The Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF) is a national program to support 

Australia’s regions and enhance the economic development and liveability of their 

communities. The program is administered by the Department of Regional Australia, 

Regional Development and Local Government. The program aims to support localism, and to 

leverage and better coordinate state, commonwealth, local government and private 

(including not for profit) investments for the long term benefit of communities. 

 The following organisations are eligible to apply for funding: 
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 Local government bodies; and 

 Incorporated not-for-profit organisations. 

These organisations can apply in their own right or as a member of a consortium. For-profit 

organisations can participate in applications for funding where they are a member of a 

consortium. 

10.3.2. Queensland State Agencies 

The Queensland State Government has links to funding sources for community groups and 

projects from federal, state and local government as well as some philanthropic funds and 

companies.  These can be found at 

www.smartservice.qld.gov.au/services/grants/discoverbywizard.action. 

Sport Related Funding Programs 

There are a number of State Government funding programs currently available to not-for-

profit community sporting organisations, these include;  

Get into the Game  

The recently released Queensland Government’s Get in the Game initiative aims to support 

sport and recreation at the grassroots level.  Get in the Game comprises three new funding 

programs worth $18 million over the next three years.  Get Started, Get Going and Get 

Playing are designed to get more people, especially children and young people, playing sport 

and involved in recreation activities. 

Get Started – funding to help kids participate 

Get Started aims to assist children and young people who can least afford to join a sport or 

recreation club. Eligible children and young people are provided with a voucher of up to $150 

to help pay for club membership and participation fees.  The vouchers can be redeemed at a 

sport or recreation club registered with the program. 

Get Going – funding to help clubs grow 

Get Going aims to support local sport and recreation organisations with funding of up to 

$10,000 for projects that create opportunities for more Queenslanders to become members. 

Get Playing – funding to improve facilities 

http://www.smartservice.qld.gov.au/services/grants/discoverbywizard.action
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Get Playing provides up to $100,000 in funding and aims to assist local sport and recreation 

organisations with facility development so more Queenslanders are encouraged to become 

involved in the sport or recreation activity of their choice. 

Gambling Community Benefit Fund 

Funding assists not-for-profit community groups to provide services and activities through the 

provision of a one-off grant.  Funding may be provided for the following purposes: 

 Equipment needed to carry out activities 

 Special one-off events 

 Community and organisational development projects 

 Minor capital works 

 Motor vehicle purchase costs. 

Applications for up to $30,000 are encouraged, but applications for larger grants will be 

considered.  Unincorporated organisations can attract a maximum $5,000 in funding. 

Jupiter Casino Community Benefits Fund 

The Queensland Government established the Jupiter’s Casino Community Benefit Fund 

(JCCBF) to provide funding to community groups in Queensland.  The JCCBF receives 

money from taxes on casinos. It distributes these funds to not-for-profit community groups on 

a quarterly basis. The JCCBF is just one way the Government returns taxes from gambling 

activities and plays an important role in ensuring, on balance, the whole State benefits from 

gambling in Queensland. 

One-off grants of up to $150,000 are allocated to approved not-for-profit organisations to 

help them provide community services or activities that benefit the community. These grants 

are not intended to replace existing sources of support for these organisations.  The JCCBF 

has four annual funding rounds. The closing dates for applications are 28 February, 31 May, 

31 August and 30 November each year. 

10.3.3. Non-Government Organisations 

A range of non-government philanthropic funding programs exist.  While generally not 

appropriate for large capital projects, by working with community groups, council could 

possibly obtain smaller amounts of funding for specific elements of upgrades.  

 Tennis Australia has the National Court Rebate Scheme which provides funding 

towards developing or upgrading courts and associated infrastructure.  
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 Caterpillar Sponsorship Program seeks to provide sponsorship to connect with 

customers, give back to communities, and improve the quality of life in a more 

efficient, environmentally sensitive manner.  

 The Cheaperthanhotels Fundraising Program aims to offer an innovative 

fundraising program for community groups, non-profit organizations, schools, 

universities and sports clubs. 

 Commonwealth Bank Staff Community Fund Local Grants Program aims 

specifically to assist community groups with projects that improve the health and 

well-being of children and young people nationally.  

 QR National Community Giving Fund aims to work in conjunction with the 

Charities Aid Foundation to provide cash grants to charitable projects aimed at 

improving health and wellbeing, community safety and education in the areas in 

which its operations and employees reside. 

 ANZ Trustees provides a listing of a wide number of funds/ foundations providing 

grants in different areas.  

 Fosters Community Grants for specific projects run by community groups and 

charities.  

 The Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal aims to take a leadership role in 

assisting regional, rural and remote communities to respond to social, cultural and 

economic change. The FRRR administers a number of funding programs and 

grants. 

 The Foundation for Young Australians is a not-for-profit organisation committed to 

investing in excess of $3 million each year on providing opportunities for young 

people with specific funding for projects involving Indigenous youth.  

 The Givewell site provides a comprehensive database of Australian charities, 

giving strategies, bequests, charitable trusts and corporate philanthropy, as well 

as links to charities and related sites.  

 Peter Brock Foundation provides funding and support for community groups and 

organisations with a focus on welfare services, social issues and community 

programs. 

 The Reichstein Foundation funds projects aimed at assisting disadvantaged 

communities.  

 The Telstra Foundation provides community development grants for projects 

particularly aimed at children and young people. They also provide assistance 

through their Indigenous Community Development program and Social Innovation 

Grants.  

 Wesfarmers makes contributions to community-benefiting activities through its 

corporate office and through subsidiary businesses. 

 Woolworths provides support to local community organisations and charities.  

10.4. Business Plaza 

Business Plaza is a community based advertising and business development programme 

that provides regular income for sporting clubs and schools, provides cost effective market 

http://about.commbank.com.au/group_display/0,1696,TS16848,00.html
http://www.anz.com/aus/fin/Trustees/guFinding.asp
http://www.fosters.com.au/about/fosterscommunitygrants.htm
http://www.frrr.org.au/
http://www.youngaustralians.org/
http://www.givewell.com.au/
http://peterbrockfoundation.com.au/
http://www.reichstein.org.au/
http://www.telstrafoundation.com.au/
http://www.wesfarmers.com.au/default.aspx?MenuID=27
http://www.woolworths.com.au/AboutUs/OurCommitments/thecommunity/local+communities.asp
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reach and frequency for advertisers and provides discounts and benefits to members of each 

participating sporting club or school. 

Prevalent in New South Wales and soon to launch in Queensland, the Business Plaza 

programme is a progression of sponsorship management - working with sporting 

organisations (mainly junior) and private schools to develop recurring revenue for those clubs 

and schools. 

It evolved as a result of many community based businesses wanting to support their local 

sporting clubs and schools, but were not in a position to pay the higher amounts normally 

associated with sponsorship.  The Business Plaza programme provides entry level to local 

businesses as advertisers with the advertising fee being shared with the sporting club or 

school, making the advertiser a form of sponsor and fast-tracking revenue for the club or 

school. 

10.5. Commercial Sources  

A number of commercial enterprises provide assistance and advice on grant availability via 

subscription services to databases and printed materials.  These include:  

 Grantsearch Australia who publish the Grants Register.  

 Easygrants newsletter published by ourcommunity.com.au.  

 Pathways Australia provides a database of corporate and government fundraising 

opportunities for not-for-profit organisations.  

 Philanthropy Australia publishes the Australian Directory of Philanthropy.  

 

11. Conclusion 

 

The Palmwoods Sports Complex Master Plan 2013 - 2028 provides a 15 year sport and 

recreation vision for Palmwoods. It is a flexible planning document that integrates new 

features which complement and enhance community functions and services.  

To ensure the Master Plan aligns community expectations with current and future needs, 

council has considered economic, social, environmental and legislative realities based on 

comprehensive information gathering, broad consultation and site investigation.   

 

http://www.grantsearch.com.au/
http://www.grantsearch.com.au/book.html
http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/funding/grant_main.jsp
http://www.pathwaysaustralia.com.au/
http://www.philanthropy.org.au/
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