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Executive Summary 

Doonan Creek Environmental Reserve 

protects a key link in the Maroochy Noosa 

wallum corridorðone of the most important 

coastal habitat areas on the Sunshine Coast.  

The majority of the reserve (252ha) was 

acquired through Councilôs environment levy 

land acquisition program in 2013, creating a 

total protected area of 334hectares of diverse 

habitat ranging from iconic coastal heath, 

scribbly gum forest to melaleuca wetlands.  

The reserve is located within the traditional 

boundaries identified for the Kabi Kabi people 

and the name Doonan comes from an 

Aboriginal word meaning ñleaf of a treeò. The 

whole reserve and surrounding landscape has 

evidence of past activities of the Kabi Kabi 

traditional owners making this area culturally 

and historically significant.  

Doonan Creek Environmental Reserve is 

situated to the west of Peregian Springs within 

the Doonan Creek drainage basin which flows 

into Coolum Creek.  

There are thirteen confirmed regional 

ecosystems (RE) within the entire reserve 

area, including critically endangered (EPBC 

Act 1999) subtropical lowland rainforest (RE 

12.3.1) found within the new levy acquisition 

component.  

208 terrestrial and 84 aquatic/wetland plant 

species have been identified in the reserve, 

including the óendangeredô Emu Mountain She- 

oak (Allocasuarina emuina) and Sunshine 

Coast Myrtle (Lenwebbia sp blackall range). 

Fauna surveys identified 10 frog species, 13 

reptile species, 24 different mammals, and 7 

freshwater fish species, including the 

óvulnerableô Wallum Froglet which was found in 

the open area drains, flooded pasture and in 

the Melaleuca forest.  

Koalas which are listed as óvulnerableô were 

also recorded in the reserve during fauna 

surveys and the site contains areas of Koala 

food trees, such as Swamp Mahogany and 

Forest Red Gum.  

The site is a birdwatchers paradise with over 

125 different species identified including 

many migratory birds that are dependent on 

the food and shelter resources found here. 

Some of the migratory birds which can be 

seen include the storm bird (Koel) and the 

channel billed Cuckoo, arriving in summer 

each year from as far away as New Guinea 

and South East Asia. During the winter 

months other species such as the scarlet 

honeyeater fly from the south during their 

east coast migration. Many local bird species 

that depend on this site also migrate from the 

hinterland to the coast in winter. The brightly 

coloured noisy pitta that is found at Mary 

Cairncross Scenic Reserve through the 

summer months can be found foraging for 

land snails at Doonan Environmental reserve 

in winter.  

The reserve contains areas of open space 

and ecotone which add to the complexity and 

diversity of the site as well as providing 

opportunities for community access and 

enjoyment. In particular this site is 

distinctively located in close proximity to both 

high density and peri-urban populations.  

Therefore the reserve is categorised as a 

ñbushlandò environmental reserve in which 

the management intent is to protect and 

enhance the sites terrestrial, riparian and 

aquatic habitats while also allowing for 

opportunities in sustainable nature based 

activities where public access is guided by 

the development of a landscape design. 

Planning will incorporate technologies in open 

data, explore the rich cultural knowledge of 

the area, provide sustainable access for 

enjoyment and learning and build on 

partnersips with the community. 

This plan guides future management of the 

reserve over the next 10 years to ensure the 

significant ecological values are protected 

and maintained.  
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1 Introduction 

This management plan supports Sunshine 

Coast Councils corporate vision ñto be 

Australiaôs most sustainable region ï healthy, 

smart, and creativeò.  

In order to achieve this, councilôs Sunshine 

Coast Environment and Liveability strategy 

focuses on the preservation and enhancement 

of the natural environment and the liveability of 

the regionðensuring native plants, animals, 

and habitats are healthy, resilient and valued 

by the community. A key policy position to 

delivering on this outcome is that priority 

habitat areas are protected, enhanced, 

connected and responsive to changing 

environmental conditions. This is supported 

through the environment levy land 

acquisition program. 

Under the land acquisition program, 252 

hectares of the Doonan Creek Environmental 

Reserve was purchasedðprotecting a key 

link in the Maroochy Noosa wallum corridor.   

In 2015, state-owned properties to the north- 

east were added to the Doonan Creek 

Environmental Reserve management areað 

bringing the total area to 334 hectares. 

The reserve is currently managed by Councilôs 

Natural Areas Planning team and the Natural 
Area Operations team (Appendix 2a). 

1.1 Purpose of the management 

plan  

This Management Plan provides an adaptive 

management framework which has been 

developed under nationally recognised 

guidelines and principles of protected area 

management (Appendix 1). 

The Management Plan is subject to a 10-year 

review schedule underpinned by the framework 

of actions, relevant monitoring and evaluation 

strategies, and performance indicators 

described in this plan. 

The purpose of this Management Plan is to 
describe the reserveôs ecological, cultural, 

social and economic values and express the 

associated management actions required to 

maintain or enhance these values. 

1.2 Management intent 

The reserve category for this site is 

ñBushlandò environmetal reserve. Under this 

category the management intent is to ensure 

the significant ecological values are protected 

and maintained, whilst allowing for sustainable 

public access that is managed through the 

development of a reserve landscape design, 

associated signage and purpose-built 

infrastructure. Sensitive habitat areas are 

excluded from public impacts through the 

design process.  

Council encourages the utilisation of these 

bushland reserves for acceptable and 

sustainable nature based recreationðto 

facilitate access where people can connect 

with and value nature.   

 


























































































